
Mary Magdalene: Apostle to the Apostles 
DURING THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS



H Wyh¡ly mvy Thy¡ Thnkhslul ûz Kh¡ 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene to health 
of body, mind and spirit, and called her to be the first witness of His 
resurrection: Mercifully grant that by your grace we may also be healed 
from all our infirmities, and know you in the power of His unending life; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit live and reign, One God, now and 
forever.   AMEN. 

Book of Common Prayer ÷page 242



Who was Mary Magdalene?



A woman of sexual indiscretion 
or a prostitute?

An 
independent
prosperous
woman
of
means?   

A woman ravaged by psychological and spiritual illness?A mystic? 



Scripture does not say much about Mary Magdalene:

ÅWe know she was healed of seven daemons by Jesus

Å Mark 16:9 ÷ùUv~ hm{ly ol yvzl lhys¡ vu {ol mpyz{ kh¡ vm {ol ~llr3 ol hwwlhylk mpyz{ {v Thy¡ 
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons.ú

Å Luke 8:2 ÷ù5 5 5 hz ~lss hz zvtl ~vtlu ~ov ohk illu j|ylk vm l}ps zwpyp{z huk pumpytp{plzB Thy¡3 
called Magdalene, myvt ~ovt zl}lu kltvuz ohk nvul v|{5 5 5ú

In fact, the mention in Luke 8:2, which references a number of women 
who were among the followers, and helped to provide for Jesus and his 
entourage, is the onlymention of Mary Magdalene outside of the stories 
of the crucifixion and resurrection. 



Almost everything we think we know about her is speculation.  

Except: We do know her name.  
Magdalene ÷comes from the word magdalawhich comes from the root word migdal
ÅMagdala÷was a fishing village about ten miles south of Capernaum, (where 

Jesus stayed for awhile after leaving Nazareth). Many scholars believe her 
name refers to this village being her home. While it was common to say a name 
~p{o {ol ùvmú il{~llu {ol uhtl huk {ol wshjl /Qlz|z vm Uh¢hyl{o3 Zptvu vm 
Cyrene), it was not essential. 

ÅMigdal÷is a word that refers to a tower or enclosure to hold fish. It was 
also a tower in a vineyard or zolwolyküz mplsk mvy zwv{{pun khunly5 



But there is more that might explain why she was called 
Mary Magdalene.

ÅDuring Thy¡üzzlifetime Herod Antipas decided to build a city named after the 
Emperor Tiberius about three miles south of Magdalaon the shore of Lake Galilee. 
ÅTiberius was built in the Roman style, with baths, a small colisium, and statues 

of Roman gods throughout the city., making it an impure city.  
ÅTo build it Antipas dug up graveyards, releasing spiritual contagion and impurity 

into the surrounding countryside.
ÅHe also gave land away to people who would move to the city. These would be 

Roman sympathizers who were often seen as impure and unclean. 
ÅMagdalawas co- opted during this building process to be a supply port for the 
i|psklyz3 iljvtpun ù|ujslhuú huk ùptw|ylú pu {ol wyvjlzz5  



Magdalawas understood to be a town wholly infested with 
the contagion of the dead and the Roman occupiers.

Mary Magdalene then becomes a designation that stated she 
was from a very sick, contagious, demon infested place. It may 
very well have been used as a slur ÷a nasty nickname.
Å Interestingly, Nazareth was about the same distance 

from Sepphoris(another Romanized city) and might 
have been similarly used of Jesus. 

Uv~3 sl{üz w|{ {ovzl {ov|no{z {vnl{oly pu{v vul5  



Tpnkhsüzwere towers to hold fish in the village of Magdala, which 
was the place where this Mary (and there were many) lived.

Magdala~hz jvuzpklylk jvu{htpuh{lk huk ptw|yl k|l {v ilpun v}lyy|u i¡ Hu{pwhzü wlvwsl3 huk 
the opening of graves during the building of Tiberius 
ÅMary Magdalenebeing from there would have been considered contaminated by demonic 

forces for these reasons alone. 
ÅPM zol ~hz hu puklwluklu{ ~vthu3 ~p{o uv thu {v ùjv}lyú oly3 huk myll {v il zl |hs 

with whom she chose, she may also have been considered to be demon possessed. 
Å Several scholars believe she may have owned a small fleet and migdal.

Å IF she had a psychological illness, she certainly would have been called demon possessed.

ÅCombine either or both of the later with the former and Mary Magdalene would have 
illu zllu hz ùm|ss¡ú wvzzlzzlk i¡ kltvuz /zl}lu ilpun h u|tily vm jvtwsl{lulzz05   



Jesus meets with Mary of Magdalaand releases her from her contagion. 

Daimoni÷ùkltvuzú ÷Jesus releases M ary Magdalene from seven 
demons. Daimonican be anyinfluence that makes a person unclean.
Å Psychological and emotional illness 
Å Addictions 
Å Contagion from outside factors (touching a corpse or 

blood  - acceptance and cooperation with Romans)
Å Unsanctioned sexual behavior
Å A successful business woman who did not have a man
Å A grown woman with unbound hair in public  

Any and all of these could be seen as signs of demonic possession 
by parts of the populace, and religious leaders.   



It was Gregory  I (the Great) who stated that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute, 
and it was the fact that she was a woman that her sin was almost always seen as one 
of sexual impropriety. This comes from the encounter written in Luke where the 
Pharisee Simon invites Jesus to his house:  

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisees house 
and took his place at the table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having 
learned that he was in the Pharisees house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She 
stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to 
dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the 
vpu{tlu{5 Uv~ ~olu {ol Wohypzll ~ov ohk pu}p{lk opt zh~ p{3 ol zhpk {v optzlsm3 ùPm 
this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is 
who is touching himø{oh{ zol pz h zpuuly5ú  /S|rl >A:=- 39  NRSV)

The assumptions are: 1) that the sin is sexual 2) that this woman is Mary Magdalene



[opz |uklyz{hukpun vm Thy¡ Thnkhslul ~hz kllwlulk huk zvspkpmplk pu ù[ol Nvsklu 
Slnluk ù h|{ovylk i¡ Qhjvi|z kl Voragine5 Ol kvlz h }hypl{¡ vm {opunz {v Thy¡üz z{vy¡5 

Å He solidifies the understanding that the anointingsare all about Mary Magdalene
Å He adds in Mary of Egypt (who died in 421), a penitent prostitute from Alexandria who lived in the 

desert 
Å Ol z{h{lz {oh{ zol pz {ol ~lhs{o¡ kh|no{ly vm h mhtps¡ ~p{o h shynl ovtl jhsslk ùMagdaloú ~ov nh}l olyzlsm 

over to sensual delights ÷for which Jesus forgave her 
Å He has Peter give her to a man named Maximinand has her treated badly and put out to sea in a rudderless 

boat that ends up in Marseilles where she begins to make converts and eventually moves to a cave in the 
countryside where angels cared for her. 

Å He states her body was buried in Aix- in- Provence and later moved to Vezelayto a Benedictine church.  

In 1279 Dominicans in Aix opened a sarcophagus and discovered what they believed were her bones. 
They became the guardians of Magdalene and she became their patroness.

The outcome is that it was fairly common to place Mary Magdalene in paintings of the Last Supper (in 
Dominican Monasteries) ÷whether DaVincidid it is up for question, but we should not be shocked.  


