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EURING THE DEATH _ 2 AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS
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Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene t
of body, mind and spirit, and called her to be the first withess of
resurrection: Mercifully grant that by your grace we may also b
from all our Infirmities, and know you In the power of His unenc

who with you and the Holy Spirit live and reign, One God, now
forever. AMEN.

Book of Common Prayege 242
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Scripture does not say much about Mary Magdalene:

A We know she was healed of seven daemons by Jesus -

A Mark16:9%*u0Uv~ hm{ly ol yvzl | hy s
Magdalernigpm whom he had cast out sevén demons.

A Luke8205 5 5 hz ~1ss h
|

4
called Magdalemey vt ~ovit zI } | u
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In fact, the mention in Luke 8:2, which references a number ofﬁen
s an

who were among the followers, and helped to provide for Jesu his
entourage, isotigmention of Mary Magdalene outside of the stories

of the crucifixion and resurrection.



Almost everything we think we know about her is speculation.

Except:. We do know her name.

Magdalenrecomes from the woedjdalahich comes from the rootmigial

A Magdala was a fishing village about ten miles south of Capernaum, (whe
Jesus stayed for awhile after leaving Nazareth). Many scholars believe he
name refers to this village being her home. While it was common to say a
=a (D) o' ) I e uvma 11 {~11Tu {ol uht | hu
Cyrene), it was not essential.

A Migdal+ is a word that refers to a tower or enclosure to hold fish. It was
also atower inavineyardor wol y ktiz mpl sk mvy zv




But there is more that might explain why she was called
Mary Magdalene.

A DuringT h vy lifeime Herod Antipas decided to build a city named after the

Emperor Tiberius about three miles Btagdalfon the shore of Lake Galilee.

A Tiberius was built in the Roman style, with bathsalisomadind statues
of Roman gods throughout the city., making it an impure city.

A To build it Antipas dug up graveyards, releasing spiritual contagion and irr
Into the surrounding countryside.

A He also gave land away to people who would move to the city. These wol
Roman sympathizers who were often seen as impure and unclean.

A Magdalavas coopted during this building process to be a supply port for the
| | psklyz3 1l jvtpun ulujsl hud huk



Magdalavas understood to be a town wholly infested with
the contagion of the dead and the Roman occupiers.

fromSeppho(mother Romanized city) an
have been similarly used of Jesus.

Uv~3 sl {ldz w|{ {ovzl {vnl {oly



T p n kwiere towers to hold fish in the villsige ddlawhich
was the place where this Mary (and there were many) lived.

Magdala=hz | vuzpklyl k Jvu{htpuh{l k huk pt
the opening of graves during the building of Tiberius
A Mary Magdalebeing from there would have been considered contaminated by
forces for these reasons alone.
APM zol ~hz hu puklwluklu{ ~vthu3 -~y

with whom she chose, she may also have been considered to be demon poss
A Several scholars believe she may have owned arsigdtifleet and

A IF she had a psychological illness, she certainly would have been called demc

A Combine either or both of the later with the former and Mary Magdalene woulc
1l lu zI Ilu hz um|ssju wvzzIlzzIl k ij Kk



Jesus meets with MalMagfdaland releases her from her contagion.

Daimont uk | & Yeaus neleddesy Magdalene from seven

: demoridaimoncan banynfluence that makes a person unclear
Psychological and emotional iliness
Addictions

Contagion from outside faotmbBi{ig@orpse or

blood- acceptance and coopeitatidomans)
Unsanctioned sexual behavior

A successful business woman who did not have a ma
A grown woman with unbound hair in public
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Any and all of these could be seen as signs of demonic poss
by parts of the populace, and religious leaders.



It was Gregory | (the Great) who stated that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute,
and it was the fact that she was a woman that her sin was almost always seen as one
of sexual impropriety. This comes from the encounter written in Luke where the

Pharisee Simon inla&ss to his house:

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisees house

and took his place at the table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having

learned that he was in the Pharisees house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She

stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to

dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the
vpu{tlu{5 Uv~ ~olu {ol Wohypzll ~ov ohk pu}op
this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is

who is touching@fmo h { z ol pz H39 NRSVpIl y 50 [ S| rl >A: =

The assumptions are: 1) that the sin is sexual 2) that this woman is Mary Magdalen
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He solidifies the understandingahairttnegse all about Makjagdalene

He adds in Mary Bfypt (who died in 421), a penitent prostitute from Alexandria who lived in the
desert

Ol z{h{lz {oh{ zol pz {ol ~1|Magdalb j~ ckvh | mho}{Il
over to sensual detdiotswhich Jesus forgave her

He has Peter give her to a marMaimadand has her treated badly and put out to sea in a rudde
boat that ends up in Marseilles where she begins to make converts and eventually moves to ¢
countryside where angels cared for her.

He states her body was buried il Rmevence and later moWsz étetp a Benedictine church.

In 1279 Dominicans in Aix opened a sarcophagus and discovered what they believed \
They became the guardians of Magdalene and she became their patroness

The outcome is that it was fairly common to place Mary Magdalene in paintings of the |
Dominican MonasterieghethdbaVincidid it is up for question, but we shdogdshoicked.



