God’s Ultimate Concern Is for the World outside the Church

Leviticus 19

*When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of
your field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. °You shall not strip your vineyard
bare, or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor
and the alien: I am the LORD your God.

8you shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

3When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. **The
alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love
the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your
God.

Deuteronomy 6

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. *You shall love the LORD
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. ®Keep
these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. ’Recite them to your
children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when
you lie down and when you rise. ®Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an
emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on
your gates.

Deuteronomy 8

°1f you do forget the LORD your God and follow other gods to serve and worship
them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. ?°Like the nations that
the LORD is destroying before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey
the voice of the LORD your God.

Job 29

121 delivered the poor who cried, and the orphan who had no helper. *The blessing
of the wretched came upon me, and I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. I
put on righteousness, and it clothed me; my justice was like a robe and a turban. *’I
was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. I was a father to the needy, and I
championed the cause of the stranger. I broke the fangs of the unrighteous, and
made them drop their prey from their teeth.

Psalm 146

® Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their
God,

 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith
forever;



7 who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD
sets the prisoners free;

& the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed
down; the LORD loves the righteous.

® The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but
the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

19 The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the
LORD!

Proverbs 31

8Speak out for those who cannot speak,
for the rights of all the destitute.

Speak out, judge righteously,

defend the rights of the poor and needy.

Amos 5

21 I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept
them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.
BTake away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your
harps. 2*But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing
stream.

Micah 6

6 "With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year oid? “Will the LORD
be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" 8He
has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Matthew 7

12 'In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law
and the prophets.

Matthew 22

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, **and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 3*Teacher,
which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ *’He said to him, ‘"You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
*This is the greatest and first commandment. 3°And a second is like it: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” **On these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.’



Matthew 25

31 'When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. 3?All the nations will be gathered before him, and he
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, **and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. **Then
the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 3*for I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, *I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”
3’Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 3®And when was it
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?
**And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” “°And the king
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.” 2 *‘Then he will say to those at his left
hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels; “*for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, “’I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”
*“Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” **Then he will
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me.” *®And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.’

Luke 1

**And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, ’and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, *!for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; “*for the Mighty One has done great
things for me, and holy is his name. *°His mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. *'He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. *?He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; >he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty. >*He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of
his mercy, >*according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to
his descendants forever.’ »

Luke 4

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, ’and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written: ®The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, °to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ 2°And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to
the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
ZIThen he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.’



John 15

9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. *°If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. **This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you. *No one has greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

Romans 12

Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of
all. **If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. *Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written,
‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ ¢ 2°No, 'if your enemies are hungry,
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you
will heap burning coals on their heads.’ 2’Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.

Romans 13

80we no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. *The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shali
not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment,
are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ °Love does no wrong
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

1 Corinthians 13

3And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

1John 4

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. ®Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. °God’s love
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. °In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. !'Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his
love is perfected in us. *By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit.

14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the
world. 1°God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.
1¥So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who
abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. *¥*There is no fear in love, but perfect love
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. **We love because he first loved us. 2°Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. ’The commandment we have from
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
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