The Creed:
What We Believe

and Why It Matters

6. He Ascended ... And Will
Come Again”

Sunday, February 20, 2005
10 to 10:50 am, in the Parlor.
Everyone is welcome!

St Fohn tn the Wilderness




Almighty God, who through your only-
begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame
death and opened to us the gate of
everlasting life: Grant that we, who
celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s
resurrection, may be raised from the
death of sin by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Book of Common Prayer
Collect of the Incarnation, p. 222



THE

CREED

WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE
AND WHY IT MATTERS

LUKE TIMOTHY JOHNSON

The Creed. What
Christians Believe
and Why It
Matters, Luke
Timothy Johnson,
Doubleday, 2003,
I[SBN 0-385-
50247-8



Luke Timothy
Johnson

m former
Benedictine monk

m Robert W.
Woodruft
Professor of New
Testament at
Candler School of
Theology, Emory
University

-.-r
—
-
-8
3
i
——
r -
o
rﬁ
v
LL
r""'-.
it
—
:-F
r_
[
i~
—
J
}
(o
o~
o)
e
_—

JON ROU &




Introduction



= On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures;

m he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

= He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

= and his kingdom
= will have no end.



Introduction
He Ascended ... And Will Come Again

m [ast session, we ended with the burial of
Jesus.

m However, Jesus’ story does not end with his
death.

m Jesus’ presence continues into the present and
the future more powerfully than in his earthly
life, with his resurrection, ascension and
enthronement at the right hand of God.



On the Third Day He
Rose Again In
Accordance With the
Scriptures



= On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures;

m he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

= He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

= and his kingdom
= will have no end.



He Rose on the Third Day

He Rose

m From 1 Cor. 15:3: “he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the
scriptures.” (NRSV)

m The Creed uses the active voice (“he rose™),
whereas Paul uses the passive voice (“he was
raised”)

m The New Testament uses both the active and
passive voice 1n describing divine activity



He Rose on the Third Day
On the Third Day

® “On the Third Day.” The New Testament
has two variations:

= “after three days”
= “on the third day” (more common)

= All the Gospels agree that:
m Jesus was killed on the day before Sabbath.

m The empty tomb was discovered on “the first day of the
week” (= our Sunday)



He Rose on the Third Day

In Accordance with the Scriptures

m The Resurrection 1s not clearly foretold by the
Scriptures. Two hints of a resurrection hope:

m [saiah 53:10-11: The suffering servant of the Lord “shall
see his offspring, and shall prolong his days ...
Out of his anguish he shall see light.” (NRSV)

= Psalm 16:8-11: “I keep the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, ... Therefore my
heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; ... For you do
not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one
see the Pit. You show me the path of life.” (NRSV)
m Cited by Peter at Pentecost.



He Rose on the Third Day

In Accordance with the Scriptures

® “On the third day” in accordance with the

Scriptures. Two passages from the prophets
contains “the third day:”

= Jonah 1:17: Jonah was in the belly of the whale for
three days and nights.

m Matthew 12:40: Jesus says “For just as Jonah was
three days and three nights in the belly of the
sea monster, so for three days and three nights

the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth.”
(NRSV)



He Rose on the Third Day

In Accordance with the Scriptures

m Hosea 6:1-2: “Come, let us return to the
Lord; for it is he who has torn, and he will
heal us; he has struck down, and he will
bind us up. After two days he will revive
us; on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.” (NRSV)



He Rose on the Third Day

The Experience of the Resurrection

m The Resurrection tells us:

m Jesus 1s no longer among the dead, and
= Jesus now shares the life and power of God.

m [t says nothing about the experience of the
Resurrection by believers at the time.

m Yet the existence of Christianity can only be
reasonably explained by the fact that early
Christians had a “resurrection experience’ that
convinced them that the crucified Jesus was
powerfully alive in a new way.



He Rose on the Third Day

The Experience of the Resurrection

m By every Jewish measure, Jesus was a failed
Messiah 1n his earthly life:

= He did not restore the Jews to prosperity or safety.

= He did not establish the rule of Torah

= He often led people astray from the commands of
the Torah.

m He died the cursed death of crucifixion
(Deuteronomy 21:23)




He Rose on the Third Day

The Experience of the Resurrection

m Yet the devout Jews who became the early
Christians proclaimed and wrote that this

crucified Messiah was powertully alive and in
the life of God,

m and did so despite all the contradictions with

what they hac

| expected of the Messiah,

m because they

nad experienced the crucified

Jesus as powerfully alive 1n the life of God.



He Rose on the Third Day

The Experience of the Resurrection

m Paul acknowledges that everything hinges on
the Resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:13-19:



He Rose on the Third Day

The Experience of the Resurrection

= [f there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ
has not been raised; and if Christ has not been
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and
your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God
that he raised Christ — whom he did not raise if it is
true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are
hot raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are
still in your sins. Then those also who have died in
Christ have perished. If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied.

- St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:13-19



He Rose on the Third Day

The Experience of the Resurrection

m In other words: if Jesus 1s not resurrected (.
180):
m “the gospel 1s a lie,”

= Priests and Preachers (and Paul himself) are false
witnesses,

m Christians are “gullible and self-deluded fools™
who are wasting their lives.



He Rose on the Third Day

The Experience of the Resurrection

m In particular for today, any version of
Christianity that:

= focuses only on the “historical Jesus,” Jesus as
only an ethical teacher or a social prophet,

= capitulates to the Enlightenment and says that only
that which can be empirically verified 1s
“reasonable” to believe (hence excluding
Resurrection by definition)

m 1S a delusion and waste of time.



He Rose on the Third Day

Withesses to the Risen Lord

m Paul and the Gospel writers list witnesses to
the Resurrected Jesus

m The lists do not always match, but “it was
more important to the first believers to
know that there were withesses among
them and that their own lives were
transformed than that the historical
account was accurate in every detail.”

(p. 183)



He Rose on the Third Day

Withesses to the Risen Lord

m Witnesses 1n the gospel accounts include:
® The women who visit the empty tomb.

= Cleopas and the other disciple (possibly a woman)
who journey with Jesus to Emmaus.

m The 11 apostles (absent Judas).




He Rose on the Third Day

Withesses to the Risen Lord

m Witnesses 1n Paul include:

= “... he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers and sisters at one time,
most of whom are still alive, though some
have died. Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to
one untimely born, he appeared also to
me. ... Whether then it was | or they, so we
proclaim and so you have come to
believe.”

- 1. Cor. 15:5-8, 11



He Rose on the Third Day

Resurrection Stories in the Gospels

m Two types of Resurrection Stories in the
Gospels:

m (1) “Empty Tomb™ Stories
m (2) Appearances of Jesus to his followers



He Rose on the Third Day

Resurrection Stories in the Gospels

m Empty Tomb Stories

® [n common:
m Followers come to anoint body and find Jesus missing

m One or more messengers tell the followers to deliver the
message that he has been raised.

= Differences:
m Who the followers were.
m The number and identity of the messenger(s).
m The message.
m Followers’ response to the message.



He Rose on the Third Day

Resurrection Stories in the Gospels

m Empty Tomb Stories

® Main point of these stories is that Jesus 1s no
longer among the dead.



He Rose on the Third Day

Resurrection Stories in the Gospels

m Stories of Jesus’ Appearances. Characteristics:

= Emphasize the reality of his resurrected body; he is not a
ghost

= For the disciples the encounters are sudden, unexpected,
unpremeditated

m Disciples do not “conjure” Jesus up somehow

= Jesus appears 1n altered form, so he 1s often not
immediately recognized.

= He appears as a powerftul and commanding presence. He 1s
Lord.
m Interprets scriptures about himself.
m Commands the disciples to proclaim his presence.



He Rose on the Third Day

Conclusion

m The Resurrection 1s not merely Jesus’ return from the
dead to continue his former life.

m “The resurrection is, the whole of the New
Testament witness insists, Jesus’ entry into
the life and power of God. To express that
truth, the New Testament uses the language
not only of resurrection, but the symbol also
of Jesus’ ascension and enthronement at
God’s right hand.” (p. 186)



He Ascended Into
Heaven And Is Seated
At The Right Hand of

The Father.



= On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures;

m he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

= He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

= and his kingdom
= will have no end.



He Ascended ... and Sits on the
Right Hand of the Father

Jesus’ New & More Powerful Life

m The Resurrection tells us:
m Jesus 1s no longer among the dead, and

m Jesus now lives with God’s own life and power.

m The Resurrection is “Jesus’ entry as a
human person into the immortal
existence of God. This is, indeed, a
‘new creation’” (p. 186)



He Ascended ... and Sits on the
Right Hand of the Father

Jesus’ New & More Powerful Life

m Another way the New Testament expresses
Jesus’ new and more powerful form of life 1s

m To speak of him as sharing power with the Father,
as sitting on the Father’s “right hand.”

m To speak of him as “ascending” or “being lifted

29

up.



He Ascended ... and Sits on the

Right Hand of the Father
At the Right Hand of the Father

m Phrases used to express the “enthronement of
Jesus” include:
= Jesus “sitting at the right hand”
m “all things are subject to him.”

2 ¢6¢

m Jesus’® “exaltation”

= Jesus “entering glory,” Jesus being “glorified.”

m Jesus 1s not absent, but powerfully present,
ruling creation with God the Father.



He Ascended ... and Sits on the

Right Hand of the Father
Ascended, Lifted Up

m [Language of Jesus ascending and descending
can be found in John:

= “| came from the Father and have come
into the world; again, | am leaving the
world and am going to the Father.” (John

16:28 NRSV)
= “| am ascending to my Father and your

Father, to my God and your God.” (Jesus
speaking to Mary, John 20:17 NRSV).



He Ascended ... and Sits on the

Right Hand of the Father
Ascended, Lifted Up

m In Paul:

= “He who descended is the same one who
ascended far above all the heavens, so
that he might fill all things” (Ephesians 7:10
NRSV)

= “He was revealed in flesh, vindicated in
spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among
Gentiles, believed in throughout the world,
taken up in glory” (1 Timothy 3:16 NRSV)



He Ascended ... and Sits on the

Right Hand of the Father
Ascended, Lifted Up

m In the first letter of Peter:

= “And baptism ... now saves you ...
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities,

and powers made subject to him.” (1 Peter
3:22 NRSV)



He Ascended ... and Sits on the

Right Hand of the Father
Ascended, Lifted Up

m The stories of “the Ascension,” found only in
the “longer ending” of Mark and 1n Luke-Acts,
are just part of the widespread conviction
throughout the New Testament that Jesus has
entered into the life of God, 1s “exalted,”
“glorified,” “enthroned.”



He Ascended ... and Sits on the
Right Hand of the Father

Jesus’ New Form of Intimacy With Us

= One unintended consequence of the story of
Jesus’ physical Ascension 1s that it may impart
the incorrect sense that he “left us” and sent
the ghostly “Holy Spirit” so we would not feel
completely abandoned.



He Ascended ... and Sits on the
Right Hand of the Father

Jesus’ New Form of Intimacy With Us

m “The ascension of Christ is not a
distancing from us but the condition for
a hew form of intimacy with us.” (p.

188),

m The ascension of Jesus is “the premise for
his more intimate and powerful
presence to ‘all flesh’ through the gift
of the Holy Spirit.” (p. 191)



He Ascended ... and Sits on the
Right Hand of the Father

Jesus’ New Form of Intimacy With Us

m Thus, “learning Jesus is not a matter of
scholarly enterprise and casual reading
about a teacher of the past, but a
matter of obedience to the one who
presses upon us at every moment,
encounters us In the sacraments and
saints and strangers, and calls us to
account.” (p. 192)



He will come again
In glory to judge the
living and the dead



= On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures;

m he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

= He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

= and his kingdom
= will have no end.



He Will Come Again ... To Judge
God as Judge

m God is creator, bringing all into existence at
every moment.

® God thus has a “makers’ knowledge™ and
alone can judge the world rightly.

m “That God judges the world also shows
that creation is not a casual affair for
God but rather a passionate
commitment. God wills that what God
creates as good should end by being
good.” (p. 192).



He Will Come Again ... To Judge
God as Judge

m Two facets of God as judge can be found in the
Old Testament:

m 1. God judges not on the basis of appearance, but
can see into our hearts and discern the basis of our

deeds.

m 2. God justice seeks to redress the wrongs humans
do to each other.

m “God’s justice is not simply a matter of
dispassionate bookkeeping in which human
actions are tallied, but a passionate
involvement on the side of good against evil.”

(p. 193)



He Will Come Again ... To Judge
God as Judge

m In the New Testament we find the conviction
that Jesus, as part of his resurrection and
enthronement at the right hand of God, shares
God’s role as judge.



He Will Come Again ... To Judge

Conviction versus Scenarios

m Although there 1s widespread conviction in the
New Testament that Jesus will come again to
judge us, several different and inconsistent
scenarios are presented for how a future
coming and judgment might occur.

® We must distinguish the conviction from the
scenarios for 3 reasons:



He Will Come Again ... To Judge

Conviction versus Scenarios

m (1). No one, not even the writers of the New
Testament, know this future:

» Paul reminds us that God’s working in the world 1s
a mystery (Rom. 16:25, 1 Cor. 15:51)

= Jesus tells us in Mark 13:32: “But about that
day or hour no one knows, neither the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the

Father...” (NRSV)



He Will Come Again ... To Judge

Conviction versus Scenarios

m (2). The diversity and inconsistency of the scenarios
of the end times, second coming and / or judgment 1n
the New Testament argue against choosing one
particular scenario as the “definitive prediction.”
Different versions are found 1n:

= Paul’s letters (Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, 1 and 2
Thessalonians)

= Mark chapter 13
= [uke chapter 21

= Matthew chapter 25 (The fullest expression in Gospels of
the conviction that Jesus will come again to judge the living
and dead)

= Revelation (The final judgment is described in chapter 20)




He Will Come Again ... To Judge

Conviction versus Scenarios

m (3). The “judgment” and the “end-times” while
often related, are nonetheless distinct.
= In John 5 for example, Jesus talks about judgment

as something nof necessarily occurring at the end-
time.



He Will Come Again ... To Judge

Conviction versus Scenarios

m In particular, Dr. Johnson cautions us not to
turn the most complex and difficult scenario
found 1n the book of Revelation into a “canon
within a canon.”

= “the Book of Revelation is, like all the
other scenarios of the end-time offered
by the New Testament, an effort to
imagine what cannot be known or
adequately expressed, even
imaginatively.” (p. 201).



He Will Come Again ... To Judge

Conviction versus Scenarios

m All these scenarios are witnesses to the
conviction shared throughout the New
Testament, and proclaimed in the Creed, that:

® God 1s creator, and God will judge God’s creation.

® God’s judgment of God’s creation will be through
Jesus, the Christ, our Lord.



He Will Come Again ... To Judge

As a Critical Theological Concept

m The articles of the Creed can be considered as
“Critical Theological Concepts”. That 1s,
concepts that:

m State that something 1s the case, not how it 1s the
case.

m If denied, lead to a distortion of other fundamental
truths.



He Will Come Again ... To Judge

As a Critical Theological Concept

m The proclamation that Jesus will come again to judge
the living and the dead, if denied, lead to distortions
of fundamental truths.

m As judge, God in Christ knows what relations in the
world are awry, and 1s powerfully at work to set them
right.

m If we deny this, then:

= We have the sole responsibility to set relations right (““do
justice’) in the world.

= True justice then becomes an 1dle fantasy, for we lack the
capacity to do justice fully. Our knowledge 1s partial and
biased. We do not even know our own hearts, let alone the
hearts of others. We can judge only by appearance.




He Will Come Again ... To Judge

As a Critical Theological Concept

m Asjudge, God in Christ knows our heart. We are
opaque to each other, and do not even truly know
ourselves, but to God we are transparent.

= Paul calls grace as “being known by God.”

= Our transparency to God “gives us the freedom to be
ourselves, rather than the prisoner of others’
perceptions of us and demands upon us.” (p. 205)

m If we deny this, then

= Purity of heart, sincerity in intention become 1dle fantasies,
for they can never be fully discerned even by ourselves, let
alone by others to whom we are opaque.

= Only our outward posture and appearance are real and have
importance, as the heart can never be known.



He Will Come Again ... To Judge
Concluding Thought

m To say that God 1n Christ is judge 1s to
acknowledge that:

® God 1s creating and sustaining the world’s being
moment by moment;

= At every moment, “the human heart is called
into question by God, and is asked,
“Whose creature are you? To whom to you
belong?” (p. 204)



His Kingdom



= On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures;

m he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

= He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

= and his kingdom
= will have no end.



His Kingdom
God as King

m The image of God as king captures:

m God
m God

’s total power over all of creation and history.
’s right to have a goal for God’s people.

m God

|as “a single will directing all reality and

demanding the allegiance of every mind
and heart.” (p. 207)



His Kingdom
God as King

m Psalm 95:3-6 (NRSV):

For the LORD is a great God, and a great
King above all gods.

In his hands are the depths of the earth; the
heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry
land, which his hands have formed.

O come, let us worship and bow down, let
us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!



