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Opening PrayerOpening Prayer

Lord God, the light of the minds that know Lord God, the light of the minds that know 
you, the life of the souls that love you, and you, the life of the souls that love you, and 
the strength of the hearts that serve you: the strength of the hearts that serve you: 
Help us, following the example of your Help us, following the example of your 
servant Augustine of Hippo, so to know you servant Augustine of Hippo, so to know you 
that we may truly love you, and so to love that we may truly love you, and so to love 
you that we may fully serve you, whom to you that we may fully serve you, whom to 
serve is perfect freedom; through Jesus serve is perfect freedom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amenfor ever. Amen



IntroductionIntroduction



St. Augustine of HippoSt. Augustine of Hippo
!! Born November 13, 354 in Born November 13, 354 in TagasteTagaste, North Africa , North Africa 

(modern day Algeria)(modern day Algeria)
!! North Africa was the North Africa was the ��Bible BeltBible Belt�� of the Roman Empireof the Roman Empire
!! Just to the west, the veneer of Roman civilization thinned Just to the west, the veneer of Roman civilization thinned 

out into out into NumidiaNumidia
!! Father Father PatriciusPatricius was a pagan; mother Monica, a was a pagan; mother Monica, a 

ChristianChristian
!! Were of a respectable class of Roman society, but had Were of a respectable class of Roman society, but had 

modest meansmodest means
!! Used borrowed money to give Augustine a first class Used borrowed money to give Augustine a first class 

educationeducation



St. Augustine of HippoSt. Augustine of Hippo

!! In his teens became a ManichaeanIn his teens became a Manichaean
!! ManichaeismManichaeism

!! Religion founded by Persian Religion founded by Persian ManiMani (216(216--276 AD)276 AD)
!! ManiMani claimed to be final prophet called by God to claimed to be final prophet called by God to 

complete the incomplete religions founded by complete the incomplete religions founded by 
earlier prophets: Zoroaster, Buddha, and Jesusearlier prophets: Zoroaster, Buddha, and Jesus

!! A type of A type of GnosticismGnosticism: salvation achieved through : salvation achieved through 
special knowledge (gnosis) of spiritual truthspecial knowledge (gnosis) of spiritual truth



St. Augustine of HippoSt. Augustine of Hippo

!! Manichaeism Manichaeism 
!! Absolute Dualism: Good and Evil were locked in Absolute Dualism: Good and Evil were locked in 

battlebattle
!! God: Spirit of Light and the Heavens, source of our God: Spirit of Light and the Heavens, source of our 

soulssouls
!! Satan: Spirit of Darkness and source of the material Satan: Spirit of Darkness and source of the material 

worldworld

!! Our souls are sparks of light trapped in a filthy Our souls are sparks of light trapped in a filthy 
material bodymaterial body



St. Augustine of HippoSt. Augustine of Hippo

!! Augustine was a Manichaean for 9 yearsAugustine was a Manichaean for 9 years
!! Studied law and rhetoric (art of public Studied law and rhetoric (art of public 

speaking) at Carthage, the great city of Roman speaking) at Carthage, the great city of Roman 
North Africa, living with a longNorth Africa, living with a long--term term 
concubine (name unknown) with whom he had concubine (name unknown) with whom he had 
a son a son AdeodatusAdeodatus, who later died in , who later died in 
adolescenceadolescence



St. Augustine of HippoSt. Augustine of Hippo

!! At age 28 (383 AD) left Roman North Africa At age 28 (383 AD) left Roman North Africa 
to study in Rometo study in Rome

!! Got a plum appointment as Imperial Professor Got a plum appointment as Imperial Professor 
of Rhetoric at Milanof Rhetoric at Milan
!! Milan was the Milan was the de factode facto capital of the Western capital of the Western 

Empire. The Emperor usually resided there. It was Empire. The Emperor usually resided there. It was 
also the center of Christian Platonismalso the center of Christian Platonism

!! Met Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, and was Met Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, and was 
profoundly influenced by his preachingprofoundly influenced by his preaching



St. Augustine of HippoSt. Augustine of Hippo

!! 386: underwent a life386: underwent a life--transforming conversion. transforming conversion. 
Left his teaching post.Left his teaching post.
!! 387: baptized by Ambrose387: baptized by Ambrose

!! Returned to Roman North AfricaReturned to Roman North Africa
!! 395: made Bishop of Hippo (modern day 395: made Bishop of Hippo (modern day 

AnnabaAnnaba, Algeria, a city north of his home town , Algeria, a city north of his home town 
of of TagasteTagaste), where he spent remainder of life), where he spent remainder of life



St. Augustine of HippoSt. Augustine of Hippo

!! Chief works:Chief works:
!! ConfessionsConfessions
!! City of GodCity of God
!! ReconsiderationsReconsiderations
!! Christian DoctrineChristian Doctrine
!! The TrinityThe Trinity
!! Literal Commentary on GenesisLiteral Commentary on Genesis



St. Augustine of HippoSt. Augustine of Hippo

!! Died August 28, 430, during the Vandal siege Died August 28, 430, during the Vandal siege 
of Hippo, which fell shortly after his deathof Hippo, which fell shortly after his death



AugustineAugustine��s s 
TheodicyTheodicy

Being and GoodnessBeing and Goodness



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
Being and GoodnessBeing and Goodness

!! God is supreme in being and goodnessGod is supreme in being and goodness
!! GodGod��s being is infinite and absolutes being is infinite and absolute
!! GodGod��s goodness is infinite and unsurpassable. God s goodness is infinite and unsurpassable. God 

is, as Plato said, the Supreme Goodis, as Plato said, the Supreme Good
!! The whole of GodThe whole of God��s creation is good. God s creation is good. God 

creates only good thingscreates only good things



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
Being and GoodnessBeing and Goodness

!! Linked Linked ��beingbeing�� and and ��goodnessgoodness��
!! ��beingbeing�� has degrees or intensitieshas degrees or intensities
!! Everything God creates has some degree of Everything God creates has some degree of 

��measure, form, and ordermeasure, form, and order�� which defines its which defines its 
proportion of proportion of ��beingbeing��

!! The proportion of The proportion of ��beingbeing�� of a thing or creature of a thing or creature 
determines its degree of goodnessdetermines its degree of goodness

!! Being Being "#"# GoodnessGoodness



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
Being and GoodnessBeing and Goodness

!! Linked Linked ��beingbeing�� and and ��goodnessgoodness��
!! The goodness of a thing or creature is proportional The goodness of a thing or creature is proportional 

to its degree of beingto its degree of being
!! A rose has more being and goodness and value than a A rose has more being and goodness and value than a 

rockrock
!! A gorilla has more being and goodness and value than a A gorilla has more being and goodness and value than a 

roserose
!! A human being has more being and goodness and value A human being has more being and goodness and value 

than a gorillathan a gorilla
!! GodGod��s being and goodness is infinite and unsurpassables being and goodness is infinite and unsurpassable



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
Being and GoodnessBeing and Goodness

!! ��Principle of PlenitudePrinciple of Plenitude��
!! God found it pleasing and good to fill creation God found it pleasing and good to fill creation 

with every level of being, from the lowliness of the with every level of being, from the lowliness of the 
rocks to the loftiness of humanity, so that creation rocks to the loftiness of humanity, so that creation 
is rich and variegated and fullis rich and variegated and full

!! Each kind of being has its own unique qualities Each kind of being has its own unique qualities 
and limitationsand limitations
!! Some of what we incorrectly call Some of what we incorrectly call ��evilevil�� in our lives is in our lives is 

simply a manifestation of our creaturely finitude, the simply a manifestation of our creaturely finitude, the 
limitations of our beinglimitations of our being



AugustineAugustine��s s 
TheodicyTheodicy
Being and EvilBeing and Evil



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
Being and EvilBeing and Evil

!! All that exists, that has being, has goodness in All that exists, that has being, has goodness in 
proportion to its degree of beingproportion to its degree of being

!! Evil is not a thing, does not have being. Evil is Evil is not a thing, does not have being. Evil is 
a a lacklack of being, and hence a of being, and hence a lacklack of goodnessof goodness
!! Evil is the absence, deprivation, privation, or Evil is the absence, deprivation, privation, or 

degradation of degradation of being being andand goodness goodness ((privatioprivatio boniboni
= privation of good)= privation of good)



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
Being and EvilBeing and Evil

!! Evils appear in creation when created things Evils appear in creation when created things 
and creatures stop functioning in the way they and creatures stop functioning in the way they 
were created to function, when they cease to were created to function, when they cease to 
have the have the ��beingbeing�� God intended them to haveGod intended them to have
!! Example: the evil of blindness: the eye ceases to Example: the evil of blindness: the eye ceases to 

function in the way it was intendedfunction in the way it was intended
!! Evil is always the malfunctioning of something Evil is always the malfunctioning of something 

that is in itself goodthat is in itself good



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
Being and EvilBeing and Evil

!! Human beings were made for God: Human beings were made for God: ��You have You have 
made us for yourself, and our heart is made us for yourself, and our heart is 
restless until it rests in you.restless until it rests in you.�� (Opening line in (Opening line in 
ConfessionsConfessions))

!! When we alienate ourselves from God, we become When we alienate ourselves from God, we become 
less less realreal, have , have less less beingbeing and and goodnessgoodness, become , become lessless
humanhuman, and our alienation is , and our alienation is evilevil, because we then , because we then 
lacklack the degree of the degree of beingbeing and and realityreality, of , of goodnessgoodness, of , of 
humanityhumanity for which God made usfor which God made us



AugustineAugustine��s s 
TheodicyTheodicy

The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

!! Augustine assumed Augustine assumed Genesis 1Genesis 1--33 and the story and the story 
of Adam and Eve was literally trueof Adam and Eve was literally true

!! The universe as created by God was in perfect The universe as created by God was in perfect 
harmony, aharmony, a
��graded hierarchy of higher and lower graded hierarchy of higher and lower 
forms of being, each good in its own forms of being, each good in its own 
placeplace�� (John Hick)(John Hick)



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

!! Adam and Eve were made in the Adam and Eve were made in the image of image of 
GodGod:: like God they were rational beings and like God they were rational beings and 
had a moral naturehad a moral nature

!! In their state of original blessedness, Adam In their state of original blessedness, Adam 
and Eve, like the angels, had and Eve, like the angels, had free willfree will, and , and 
could choose to do what is good, and had the could choose to do what is good, and had the 
ability ability not to sinnot to sin.

! They were also blessed with gifts of 
immortality and an immediate knowledge of 
God.



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

!! Evil first appeared among those creatures who Evil first appeared among those creatures who 
had had free willfree will

!! The Fall:The Fall:
!! First some angels rebelled against the God, the First some angels rebelled against the God, the 

Supreme GoodSupreme Good
!! These fallen angels in turn tempted Adam and Eve These fallen angels in turn tempted Adam and Eve 

to rebel against Godto rebel against God



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

!! Consequences of Adam and EveConsequences of Adam and Eve��s Sin:s Sin:
!! Death: loss of the gift of immortalityDeath: loss of the gift of immortality
!! Ignorance: loss of the knowledge and intimacy Ignorance: loss of the knowledge and intimacy 

with Godwith God
!! Corruption of their moral natureCorruption of their moral nature

!! loss of the inner harmony between reason and the loss of the inner harmony between reason and the 
passions. The passions now dominated rational thought passions. The passions now dominated rational thought 
((concupiscenceconcupiscence), inclining one to sin), inclining one to sin

!! the the ability not to sinability not to sin was replaced by an was replaced by an inability not inability not 
to sinto sin

!! The The image of Godimage of God in Adam and Eve was damaged, in Adam and Eve was damaged, 
although not destroyedalthough not destroyed



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

!! Consequences of Adam and EveConsequences of Adam and Eve��s Sin:s Sin:
!! Because of their sin, Adam and Eve became Because of their sin, Adam and Eve became less less 

realreal, had , had less beingless being and and less goodnessless goodness
!! Became Became less humanless human

!! Augustine believed human nature was transmitted Augustine believed human nature was transmitted 
in the sexual act. The corruption of Adamin the sexual act. The corruption of Adam��s moral s moral 
nature and the guilt of his sin (= nature and the guilt of his sin (= Original SinOriginal Sin) was ) was 
passed on to his children through his seed, and so passed on to his children through his seed, and so 
on to all subsequent generationson to all subsequent generations
!! Baptism removes the guilt of the Baptism removes the guilt of the Original SinOriginal Sin, but not , but not 

the corruption of the human moral naturethe corruption of the human moral nature



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

!! ��The LORD looks down from heaven on The LORD looks down from heaven on 
humankind to see if there are any who are humankind to see if there are any who are 
wise, who seek after God. They have all gone wise, who seek after God. They have all gone 
astray, they are all alike perverse; there is no astray, they are all alike perverse; there is no 
one who does good, no, not one.one who does good, no, not one.�� (Ps. 14:2(Ps. 14:2--3 3 
NRSV)NRSV)

!! ��Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my 
mother conceived me.mother conceived me.�� (Ps 51:5 NRSV)(Ps 51:5 NRSV)



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

!! ��I can will what is right, but I cannot do I can will what is right, but I cannot do 
it. For I do not do the good I want, but it. For I do not do the good I want, but 
the evil I do not want is what I do.the evil I do not want is what I do.��
(Romans 7:18(Romans 7:18--20 NRSV)20 NRSV)



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

!! Consequences of Adam and EveConsequences of Adam and Eve��s Sin:s Sin:
!! Natural Evils were part of GodNatural Evils were part of God��s punishment for s punishment for 

Adams and EveAdams and Eve��s sin:s sin:
!! ��nature red in tooth and clawnature red in tooth and claw��
!! Earthquakes, storms, etc.Earthquakes, storms, etc.



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Fall and Original SinThe Fall and Original Sin

��All evil is either sin or the punishment All evil is either sin or the punishment 
for sinfor sin��

-- AugustineAugustine



AugustineAugustine��s s 
TheodicyTheodicy

The Aesthetic Goodness of The Aesthetic Goodness of 
Creation. Moral BalanceCreation. Moral Balance



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Aesthetic Goodness of CreationThe Aesthetic Goodness of Creation

��If it were not good that evil things If it were not good that evil things 
exist, they would certainly not be exist, they would certainly not be 
allowed to exist by the Omnipotent allowed to exist by the Omnipotent 
Good.Good.��

-- Augustine, Augustine, EnchiridionEnchiridion, 24. 96, 24. 96



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Aesthetic Goodness of CreationThe Aesthetic Goodness of Creation

!! Even though, as a consequence of the Even though, as a consequence of the FallFall and and 
Original SinOriginal Sin, there is , there is natural evilnatural evil and and moral moral 
evilevil in creation, the universe is still good from in creation, the universe is still good from 
GodGod��s perspectives perspective
!! Good in an aesthetic senseGood in an aesthetic sense
!! Evokes a principle of Evokes a principle of ��moral balance:moral balance:�� a sin that is a sin that is 

justly punished no longer mars the beauty and justly punished no longer mars the beauty and 
goodness of Godgoodness of God��s creations creation



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Aesthetic Goodness of CreationThe Aesthetic Goodness of Creation

!! Moral Balance and Hell:Moral Balance and Hell:
!! The existence of hell for sinners does not mar the The existence of hell for sinners does not mar the 

goodness of creation, for:goodness of creation, for:
��since there is happiness for those who do since there is happiness for those who do 
not sin, the universe is perfect; and it is no not sin, the universe is perfect; and it is no 
less perfect because there is misery for less perfect because there is misery for 
sinnerssinners�� the penalty of sin corrects the the penalty of sin corrects the 
dishonor of sin.dishonor of sin.��



AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy
The Aesthetic Goodness of CreationThe Aesthetic Goodness of Creation

!! ��For as the beauty of a picture is For as the beauty of a picture is 
increased by wellincreased by well--managed shadows, managed shadows, 
so, to the eye that has skill to discern it, so, to the eye that has skill to discern it, 
the universe is beautified even by the universe is beautified even by 
sinners, though, considered by sinners, though, considered by 
themselves, their deformity is a sad themselves, their deformity is a sad 
blemish.blemish.��

-- Augustine, Augustine, City of GodCity of God, 11. 23., 11. 23.



Influence of Influence of 
AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy



Influence of AugustineInfluence of Augustine��s s 
TheodicyTheodicy

!! AugustineAugustine��s ideas of s ideas of The FallThe Fall and and Original Original 
SinSin has profoundly influenced the Western has profoundly influenced the Western 
Church to this day. Explains:Church to this day. Explains:
!! The universal human alienation from God and The universal human alienation from God and 

tendency to sintendency to sin
!! The origin of evilThe origin of evil
!! The necessity of infant baptismThe necessity of infant baptism
!! Reason for GodReason for God��s incarnation in Jesus and s incarnation in Jesus and 

redemptionredemption



Influence of AugustineInfluence of Augustine��s s 
TheodicyTheodicy

!! The ideas inherent in The ideas inherent in The FallThe Fall and and Original Original 
SinSin continue to taught in many Sunday continue to taught in many Sunday 
Schools:Schools:
!! human nature is somehow corrupted from what human nature is somehow corrupted from what 

God intended because of God intended because of Original SinOriginal Sin, and this , and this 
accounts for the universal tendency to sinaccounts for the universal tendency to sin

!! Babies are born Babies are born ��in sinin sin�� (with the guilt of the (with the guilt of the 
Original SinOriginal Sin), and need the grace of baptism (to ), and need the grace of baptism (to 
be freed of that guilt) so they can become children be freed of that guilt) so they can become children 
of Godof God
!! Strict Roman Catholic teaching: an Strict Roman Catholic teaching: an unbaptizedunbaptized baby baby 

cannot go to heavencannot go to heaven



Criticisms of Criticisms of 
AugustineAugustine��s Theodicys Theodicy



CriticismsCriticisms
A Flawed Creation?A Flawed Creation?

!! How can perfectly good creatures like the How can perfectly good creatures like the 
angels and human beings, living in a perfectly angels and human beings, living in a perfectly 
good world created by the God, the Supreme good world created by the God, the Supreme 
Good, choose to sin and thus fall?Good, choose to sin and thus fall?
!! ��The selfThe self--creation of evil out of nothing!creation of evil out of nothing!��
!! The choice of some angels and Adam and Eve to The choice of some angels and Adam and Eve to 

do evil seems to require a flaw in the perfection of do evil seems to require a flaw in the perfection of 
creationcreation

!! AugustineAugustine��s answer: the s answer: the ��mystery of finite mystery of finite 
freedomfreedom��



CriticismsCriticisms
A Flawed Creation?A Flawed Creation?

!! Underlying this criticism: Could God have Underlying this criticism: Could God have 
created free individuals who would never created free individuals who would never 
choose to sin, and yet who would still be free?choose to sin, and yet who would still be free?
!! ��CompatibilismCompatibilism::�� yesyes
!! ��IncompatibilismIncompatibilism::�� nono



CriticismsCriticisms
Modern ScienceModern Science

!! Modern Science:Modern Science:
!! Humanity emerged from lower forms of life with Humanity emerged from lower forms of life with 

limited moral awareness and crude religious limited moral awareness and crude religious 
conceptsconcepts
!! In Augustine,In Augustine,

��There would seem to have been a higher form There would seem to have been a higher form 
of humanity at the wrong end of manof humanity at the wrong end of man��s s 
evolution.evolution.�� ((PietPiet SchoonenbergSchoonenberg))



CriticismsCriticisms
Modern ScienceModern Science

!! Modern Science:Modern Science:
!! Nature was Nature was ��red and in tooth and clawred and in tooth and claw�� long long 

before human beings evolvedbefore human beings evolved
!! Life preyed on lifeLife preyed on life
!! Dinosaurs suffered the pains of arthritisDinosaurs suffered the pains of arthritis
!! Hurricanes and earthquakes existed before the most Hurricanes and earthquakes existed before the most 

primitive forms of life appearedprimitive forms of life appeared



CriticismsCriticisms
Eternal Torment of HellEternal Torment of Hell

!! The The ��moral balancemoral balance�� afforded by the just punishment afforded by the just punishment 
of sinners may engender an of sinners may engender an ��aestheticaesthetic�� goodness, but goodness, but 
what about moral goodness?what about moral goodness?

!! The eternal torment of hellThe eternal torment of hell
��would render impossible any solution to the would render impossible any solution to the 
problem of evil, for it would build both the problem of evil, for it would build both the 
sinfulness of the damned, and the sinfulness of the damned, and the nonmoralnonmoral
evil of their pains and sufferings, into the evil of their pains and sufferings, into the 
permanent structure of the universepermanent structure of the universe�� (John (John 
Hick)Hick)



ReferencesReferences
!! God and Evil: An Introduction to the IssuesGod and Evil: An Introduction to the Issues, , 

Michael L. Peterson, Michael L. Peterson, WestviewWestview Press, Boulder, Press, Boulder, 
Colorado, 1998. ISBN 0Colorado, 1998. ISBN 0--81338133--28492849--77

!! Original Sin. Origins, Developments, Original Sin. Origins, Developments, 
Contemporary MeaningsContemporary Meanings, , TathaTatha Wiley, Wiley, PaulistPaulist
Press, New York, 2002. ISBN 0Press, New York, 2002. ISBN 0--80918091--41284128--00

!! Philosophy of Religion, fourth editionPhilosophy of Religion, fourth edition, John H. , John H. 
Hick, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ, 1990. Hick, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ, 1990. 
ISBN 0ISBN 0--1313--662628662628--99


