NARRATIVE FOR SESSION 5

Stories the Israelites Told

Creation I


When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was formless and dark.  A wind from God swept over the waters.  Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  God saw that the light was good.  He separated the light that he called day from the darkness that he called night.  The first day was complete.

God said, “Let a dome separate the waters from each other.”  God made the dome and called it Sky.  The second day was complete.


God said, “Let the waters gather together in one place so that dry land may appear.”  And it was so.  God called the dry land Earth and the gathered waters Seas.  And God saw that it was good.  Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth all kinds of vegetation.”  And it was so.  And God saw that it was good.  The third day was complete.


God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate day from night.  Let the lights serve as signs of seasons, days and years.”  God made 2 great lights, the greater light for the day and the lesser light for the night and he made stars.   And God saw that it was good.  The fourth day was complete.

God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of creatures and let birds fly across the sky.”  And God saw that it was good.  God blessed the creatures, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas and the sky.”  The fifth day was complete.


God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind.”  And it was so.  And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make earthlings in our image, according to our likeness and let them have dominion over all the creatures.”  So God created earthlings in his image; male and female he created them.  God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and mold it.  I have given you every plant on the earth for food.  To all the creatures I have given the plants for food.”  God saw everything that he had made, and it was very good.  The sixth day was complete.

And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested from all his work.  So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because he had rested from all the work of creation.

Creation II

When God made the earth and the heavens there were no plants on the earth and no rain, but a stream would rise up from the earth to water it.  Then God formed an earthman from the dust of the ground and breathed life into his nostrils.  God planted a garden in Eden and put the earthman there.  Every tree that was good to look at or good for food was there along with the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  A river that divided into 4 branches flowed out of Eden to water the garden.

God put the earthman in the garden to till and keep it.  He commanded the earthman to eat from every tree in the garden except the tree of knowledge of good and evil, because in the day you eat from it you will die.”  Then God said, “It is not good for the earthman to be alone.  I will make him a helper to be his partner.”  So God formed every animal and every bird and brought him to the earthman to name.  But none of the creatures was suitable as a partner.  So God caused the earthman to fall into a deep sleep, took one of his ribs and closed up the place with flesh.   God made the rib into a woman and brought her to the earthman.  

And the earthman said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.”  This is why earthmen leave their parents to cling to their wives and become one flesh.  The earthman and his wife were naked and they were not ashamed.

Now the snake was slicker than any of the other wild animals that God had made.  The snake said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You may not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  The woman said, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, except fruit from the tree in the middle of garden. We may not even touch it or we will die.”  The snake said, “You won’t die.  God knows that when you eat the fruit your eyes will be opened and you will know good and evil like God.”  The woman saw that the tree was good for food and a delight to the eyes and that it was desirable to make one wise.  So she took some of the fruit, ate it, and gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.  Their eyes were opened and they knew they were naked and made loincloths from fig leaves.


When they heard God walking in the garden in the evening breeze, the earthman and his wife hid among the trees.  God called, “Where are you?”  The earthman said, “I heard you and I was afraid because I was naked.”  God said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  And the earthman said, “The woman you gave to me gave me the fruit and I ate.”  Then God said to the woman, “What have you done?”  The woman said, “The snake tricked me and I ate.”  Then God said to the snake, “Because you have done this, you will be cursed among all the animals and go about on your belly.  There will be enmity between you and the earthlings.”  To the woman God said, “I will greatly increase your pain in childbirth, yet your desire will be for your husband.”  And to the earthman he said, “The ground is cursed because of you and in toil you will derive sustenance from it.  You were taken from the earth and will return to the earth.”

Then the earthman named his wife, “Lively” or Eve, because she was the mother of all the living.  And God made garments of skins for the earthman and his wife and sent them out of the garden so that they could not eat from the tree of life and live forever.

Cain and Abel


Now Eve had 2 sons, “Production” or Cain named because “I have produced a man with the help of the LORD,” and “Futility” or Abel.  Abel was a shepherd and Cain was a farmer.  Cain brought offerings from the fruit of the ground and Abel brought one of his flock as an offering.  And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard.  So Cain was angry.  God said to Cain, “Why are you angry?  If you do well, will you not be accepted?  Master the sin lurking at the door.”

Cain invited Abel to meet him in the field and he killed him.  Then the LORD said, “Where is your brother Abel?”  Cain answered, “I don’t know; am I my brother’s keeper?”  Then the LORD said, “Your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground.  You are cursed from the ground that has received your brother’s blood.  It will no longer yield for you.  You will wander the earth.”  Cain said, “My punishment is more than I can bear.  As a fugitive, people will try to kill me.”  And the LORD said, “Not so!”  And the LORD placed a mark on Cain so that no one would kill him.

Noah

There was a man named Noah who was righteous and he walked with God.  Now God saw that the earth was full of violence and God regretted that he had made humanity.  So God told Noah, “I am determined to destroy all flesh because the earth is filled with violence.  Make an ark of cypress wood with rooms and a door.  Take your wife and sons and your sons’ wives and a male and female pair of every living creature with you into the ark.  Take every kind of food into the ark for yourself and the animals.  I am sending a flood on the earth.”

Noah, his family, and all the animals entered the ark and the LORD shut him in.  Rain fell for 40 days and 40 nights.  The rain was so great that the ark began to float on the waters and the waters reached to the highest mountains.  And everything on dry land died.  The waters swelled on the earth for 150 days.


But God remembered Noah and all the animals in the ark.  God made a wind blow and restrained the rain and the waters gradually receded.  Finally, the ark came to rest in the mountains of Ararat.  After 40 days, Noah opened a window and sent a raven out of the ark and the raven went to and fro until the waters dried up.  Then Noah sent out a dove, but the dove returned to the ark because it had no place to set its foot.  After 7 more days, he sent out the dove again.  The dove returned with a freshly plucked olive leaf.  After 7 more days, Noah sent out the dove again and the dove did not return.

Noah removed the ark’s covering and saw that the earth was drying.  A little later, God said, “Go out of the ark with your family and all the animals.  Be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”


Then Noah built an altar and offered burnt offerings from every clean animal.  And the LORD was pleased with the aroma and said, “I will never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done.”  God blessed Noah and his sons saying, “Be fruitful and multiply.  All the animals, birds and fish will live in fear and dread of you.  Just as I gave you the green plants, every moving thing that lives will be food for you.  Only do not eat the flesh with its life or blood.  I will require a reckoning for every human life because in his own image God made humankind.  I am establishing a covenant with you and your descendants, and with every living creature that never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.  This is the sign of the covenant:  I have set my bow in the clouds, and it will be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I see my bow in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between me and you and every living creature.”
Tower of Babel

Now the whole earth had one language.  And they migrated from the east to a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  They said, “Let us make bricks and build ourselves a city.  And let us build a tower with its top in the heavens to make a name for ourselves.  Otherwise we’ll be scattered over the whole earth.  

So the LORD came down to see the city and the tower.  He said, “Look, the people have one language and this is just the beginning of what they will do.  Let us go down, and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.”  In this way the LORD scattered them over the face of all the earth and they stopped building the city.  So the city was called “Confusion”, or Babel because the LORD confused their language and scattered them abroad.

Esther


It was in the days that Ahasuerus was ruling 127 provinces from India to Cush that King Ahasuerus ruled from the palace at Susa.  In the third year of his reign, he made a feast for all his officials. To the nobles of Persia he displayed his wealth for 180 days.  After this, he made a feast of 7 days for everyone in Susa from the greatest to the least.  There were linen curtains on silver rods, pillars of alabaster, couches of gold on pavements of porphyry and mother of pearl.  By decree, each man was to drink without constraint.  And Vashti, the queen gave a feast for all the women.

On the 7th day of the feast, when the king was merry with wine, the king sent for Vashti to appear with her crown for the king to exhibit her beauty.  But Vashti refused.  The king was enraged and sent for his wise men, who said the queen had wronged not only the king, but all the people belonging to the king.  The wise men advised the king to decree that Vashti never come before the king and that her position be given to another.  This pleased the king and he sent it out in every language of the kingdom.


After the king’s anger waned and he remembered and word was sent out to look for good looking virgins for the king to look at.  These women were gathered in the palace under the supervision of Hegai, the eunuch who had charge of the women and their rubbings.


There was a Jew named Mordecai who had adopted Hadassah or Esther, the daughter of his uncle and she was beautiful and good-looking.  Esther was one of the women gathered into the palace and she pleased Hegai who gave her the best position in the house of the women.  (Now Mordecai instructed Esther not to disclose that she was Jewish.)

The practice in the house of women was a 12 month treatment:  6 months of rubbings with oil of myrrh and 6 months with spices.  When a woman was called to the king, she could take whatever she wished and after her night with the king she would go to the house of the concubines.  Now Esther was called to the king in the 7th year of his reign.


And the king loved Esther more than all the women and placed the crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.  Then the king celebrated with Esther’s feast.


Now as Mordecai was sitting by the gate, he overheard a plot by 2 of the eunuchs to kill the king.  Mordecai informed Esther who spoke to the king in Mordecai’s name.  So the plot was discovered and the eunuchs were hanged.  All this was written in the book of the king.


After this, the king gave Haman a position of power and honor.  All the servants of the king bowed to Haman, except Mordecai.  When Haman saw that Mordecai was not bowing to him, he became enraged and thought it beneath him to kill Mordecai alone.  So he sought to annihilate all the Judeans in the kingdom.  Haman had the pur, or the lot thrown to determine the day and the lot fell on the 12th month, Adar.  Then Haman went to the king and said, “There is a people scattered through your provinces who have a law that is different from the law of the king.  If it seems good to the king, I will pay 10,000 units of silver into the king’s treasury to have them destroyed.  The king gave his signet ring to Haman to carry out the thing.  Scrolls sealed with the king’s seal were sent by way of runners with the order to exterminate, to kill and to annihilate all the Judeans on the 13th day of the month of Adar (the day before Passover).  The king sat down with Haman to drink and the city of Susa was perplexed.

Mordecai heard and began to mourn publicly so that Esther sent clothes to him and Hathach, her eunuch to ascertain what this was about.  Hathach reported back that Mordecai wished Esther to seek favor from the king.  Esther’s reply was, “No one sees the king without a summons.  Entering the king’s presence without a summons means death unless the king holds out his scepter.”  Mordecai said, “Don’t think that you will escape the fate of all the Jews.”


So Esther said, “Gather all the Judeans in Susa and fast for 3 days.  I will also fast and then go to the king, and if I perish, I perish.”

So on the third day, Esther put on the kingdom and stood in the king’s court.  The king saw Esther with favor and held out his scepter.  And the king said, “Yo, babe, what’s happening?  I’ll meet any request of yours up to ½ the kingdom.”  Esther said, “If it seems good to you, let the king come with Haman to a banquet.”  The king and Haman came quickly to the banquet and the king asked, “What is your request?”  Esther said, “If I have found favor with you, let the king and Haman come to a banquet tomorrow.”


Haman left the banquet in good spirits, but when he saw that Mordecai did not bow to him, he began to tremble with rage.  Haman went home to his friends and his wife and told them all about the banquet and Mordecai.  His wife and friends said, “Build a gallows 75 feet high and speak to the king about Mordecai in the morning.”


That very night, the king was unable to sleep and called for the book of the king to be read aloud.  He found written there the plot that Mordecai had disclosed to him and asked, “What has been done for Mordecai regarding this?”  And the servants answered, “Nothing”.  About this time, Haman came into the court and the king asked, “What is to be done for a man the king delights to honor?”  Now Haman thought, “Who could he desire to honor more than me?”  So Haman said to the king, “Let the man be clothed with royal clothes that the king has worn, put him on a horse that the king has ridden with a crown on his head.  Then have princes of the king call before him in the plaza, ‘This is how the king honors those who delight him.’”

So the king said, “Quick.  Do as you have said for Mordecai, the Judean, and don’t forget anything.”  Haman did as commanded and went home in mourning.  As he was speaking to his wife, princes of the king came to hurry Haman to Esther’s banquet.


At the banquet, the king said, “What is your request, Queen Esther?”  And Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your eyes, give me my life, and the life of my people.  If we had only been sold into slavery, I wouldn’t speak of it, but we have been sold for destruction.”  Then the king said, “Who has done this?”  Esther said, “An enemy, this man Haman.”  The king rose in his rage to go the garden while Haman remained behind to beg for his life.  When the king turned and saw Haman prostrate on the queen’s couch, he said, “Will he force the queen with me in the house?”  And they carried Haman away with his face covered and hanged him on the gallows prepared for Mordecai.

The king took the signet ring that had passed over from Haman and gave it to Mordecai and Esther placed Mordecai in charge of Haman’s house.  Esther then asked the king to reverse the edict Haman had made.  The king said, “Write what you please, but the edict of the king is not to be revoked.”  So the scribes recorded according to Mordecai’s words that all the Judeans were to assemble and stand for their lives and destroy any who showed hostility to them.  Mordecai went out from the presence of the king arrayed in royal clothing and the city of Susa neighed and rejoiced.


The Judeans acted according to the edict and defended themselves against their enemies, killing 500 men.  Then they rejoiced with feasting and presents.  And each year these days are remembered as Purim.
Job

There was a man named Job who was blameless and upright.  He had 7 sons and 3 daughters, 7,000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 oxen, 500 donkeys, and many servants.  Job was careful to offer burnt offerings for all his family just in case one of them had sinned and cursed God in their hearts.  

One day as the heavenly court gathered in the LORD’s presence, the Adversary was there with them.  The LORD said, “Have you considered Job?  There is no one like him on earth.”  The Adversary said, “Does Job fear God for nothing?  You have protected him and his entire household on every side.  If you took away what his has, he will curse you to your face.”  So the LORD said, “Very well, all that he has is in your hands, only don’t touch him.”
One day when Job’s children were feasting, a messenger came and said, “Sabeans have carried off your oxen as they were plowing and the donkeys as they were feeding.  I alone have escaped to tell you.”  While he still spoke, another messenger came with word of fire consuming the sheep and servants.  Messenger after messenger came with word that all Job had had been destroyed.  Job stood and tore his robe and fell on the ground.  He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked will I return there; the LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”  In all this, Job did not sin.

One day as the heavenly court gathered with the Adversary among them, the LORD said to the Adversary, “Have you considered my servant Job?  There is no one like him on earth.  He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him for no reason.”  The Adversary said, “Skin for skin!  People will give all they have to save their lives.  Stretch out your hand to touch his bone and flesh and he will curse you to your face.”  The LORD said, “Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.”
So the Adversary went out and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.  Job took a potsherd to scrape himself while he sat among the ashes.  His wife said, “Do you still persist in your integrity?  Curse God, and die.”  But Job answered, “Shall we receive the good at the hand of God and not receive the bad?”  In all this, Job did not sin.

Job’s 3 friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar heard of his troubles, they met together to console him.   When they saw Job from a distance and did not recognize him, they wept aloud, tore their robes, and threw dust on their heads.  They sat with him on the ground for 7 days and 7 nights and no one said a word to him because they saw his great suffering.
Then Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.  “Why did I not die at birth?  Why is light given to one in misery, who longs for death, but it does not come?  I am not at ease, nor am I quiet.”
Then Eliphaz said, “Will you be offended if one ventures a word with you?  Your words have supported those who were stumbling, but now it has come to you, and you are impatient; it touches you, and you are dismayed.  Think now, who that was innocent ever perished?”

Job responded, “Have I said, ‘From your wealth offer a bribe for me’? or, ‘Save me from an opponent’s hand’? or, ‘Ransom me from the hand of oppressors’?  Teach me, and I will be silent; make me understand how I have gone wrong.  Honest words are forceful!  But your reproof, what does it reprove?”  Job continued to lament, “I loathe my life; I would not live forever.  What are human beings that you make so much of them, that you set your mind on them, visit them every morning, test them every moment?  If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of humanity?”

Then Bildad spoke, “How long will you say these things?  Does God pervert justice?  If you are pure and upright, surely then he will rouse himself for you and restore to you your rightful place.”

Job responded, “I will give free utterance to my complaint.  I will say to God, ‘Do not condemn me.  Does it seem good to you to oppress, to despise the work of your hands and favor the schemes of the wicked?  Your hands fashioned and made me; and now you turn and destroy me.  Remember that you fashioned me like clay.”

Then Zophar spoke, “Oh, that God would speak and open his lips to you, and that he would tell you the secrets of wisdom!  For wisdom is many-sided.  Know then that God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves.”

Job responded, “I am not inferior to you.  Who does not know such things as these?  The tents of robbers are at peace, and those who provoke God are secure.  In God’s hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of every human being.  But I would speak to the Almighty, and argue my case with God.  As for you, you whitewash with lies; all of you are worthless physicians.  If only you would keep silent, that would be your wisdom!”

Eliphaz and Bildad continued to rebuke Job while Job defended his integrity before God.  He said, “O that my words were written down and inscribed in a book!  For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin has been destroyed, in my flesh I will see God, whom I will see on my side.”  Job complained, “The wicked drive away the donkey of the orphan and reap in a field that doesn’t belong to them.  They snatch the orphan child from the breast and rebel against the light.  Murderer and aldulterer wait for the darkness, their friend.  Yet God prolongs the life of the mighty by his power.  He gives them security.  They are exalted a little while, and then are gone.”
Elihu, the youngest has waited in silence, growing angry at Job for justifying himself instead of God and at Job’s friends who had no answer to Job’s complaint.  He said, “Job says, ‘It profits one nothing to take delight in God.’  Surely God is mighty and does not despise any.  He does not withdraw his eyes from the righteous.  He opens their ears to instruction, and commands that they return from iniquity.”

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:  “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and you will answer me.  

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell me, if you have understanding.  

Who shut in the sea with doors and prescribed bounds for it?  

Have you commanded the morning since your days began?  

Have you entered into the springs of the sea?  

Have the gates of death been revealed to you?  

Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, or seen the storehouses of the hail?  

Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose the cords of Orion?  

Can you hunt the prey for the lion?  

Who provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to God?  

Do you know when the mountain goats give birth?  

Who has let the wild ass go free?

Is the wild ox willing to serve you?


Do you give the horse its might?


Is it by your wisdom that the hawk soars?


Will a faultfinder contend with the Almighty?  Anyone who argues with God must respond.”


And Job answered the LORD:  “I am of small account; what shall I answer you?  I have spoken once, and I will not answer; twice, but will proceed  no further.”


Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:  “Gird up your loins like a man; I will question you, and you declare to me.  Will you condemn me that you may be justified?  Look on all who are proud and bring them low; tread down the wicked where they stand.  Then I will also acknowledge to you that your own right hand can give you victory.  Look at Behemoth which I made just as I made you.  It is the first of the great acts of God—only its Maker can approach it with the sword.”

Then Job answered the LORD:  “I know that you can do all things.  I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.  I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”


Then the LORD said to Eliphaz, “My wrath is kindled against you and your 2 friends; for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.  Offer up a burnt offering and my servant Job will pray for you and I will accept his prayer.”  And Job prayed for his friends and the LORD accepted his prayer.  Then the LORD restored the fortunes of Job.

Daniel

In the 3rd year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon besieged Jerusalem.  The LORD let Judah fall into his power and King Jehoiakim and vessels from the house of God were brought into the land of Shinar.  Young Israelites of the royal family who were without defect and handsome were brought to the king’s palace.  There they were taught the literature and language of the Chaldeans.  The king assigned them daily rations of food and wine.  Among them were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.  The palace master gave them other names:  Daniel was called Belteshazzar, Hananiah was called Shadrach, Mishael was called Meshach, and Azariah was called Abednego.  

Daniel did not want to defile himself with the royal rations and asked the palace master, “Please test your servants for 10 days.  Let us be given vegetables to eat and water to drink.  Then compare our appearance with that of the other young men who eat the royal rations.”  The palace master agreed.  And after 10 days, Daniel and the other 3 men appeared better and fatter than those eating royal rations.  To these 4 young men God gave knowledge and skill in every aspect of literature and wisdom.  Daniel also had insight into visions and dreams.


In the 2nd year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams that left him with a troubled spirit and without sleep.  He summoned his magicians and demanded that they tell him both his dream and its interpretation.  The Chaldeans answered the king, “There is no one on earth who can reveal what the king demands!  The thing that the king is asking is too difficult, and no one can reveal it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with mortals.”


At this, the king flew into a rage and commanded all the wise men to be destroyed.  So they were looking for all the wise men including Daniel and his companions.  Daniel asked, “Why is the decree of the king so urgent?”  After hearing the explanation, Daniel requested that the king give him time and he would give the interpretation.  


Daniel went home to seek God’s mercy about this mystery.  That night Daniel was given a vision.  When Daniel went before the king he said, “No wise men or magicians can show to the king the mystery the king is asking, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has disclosed to the king what will happen at the end of days.  Here is your dream:  You were looking at a great statue, most extraordinary.  The head was fine gold with a chest and arms of silver.  Its middle and thighs were bronze, its legs were iron and its feet were partly clay and partly iron.  As you looked, a stone not made by man struck the statue on its feet and the entire statue broke in pieces that were carried like chaff in the wind.”

“That was the dream.  Now here is the interpretation:  You are the head of gold to whom God has given the kingdom with its power and might and glory.  After you will arise 4 kingdoms inferior to yours.  And the last kingdom will be a divided kingdom, just as the iron was mixed with clay.  And in the days of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed.”


Then the king said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries.”  Then the king promoted Daniel.


Later, King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue that was 90 feet high and 9 feet wide.  At its dedication, all the official of the kingdom were called and exhorted to fall down in worship at the sound of the horn, lyre and musical ensemble.  Anyone who would not worship was to be thrown into a fiery furnace.


At this time, some Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Judeans.  They said, “Certain Judeans like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, do not serve your gods or worship the golden statue.”  Nebuchadnezzar became furious and ordered the 3 men to be thrown into the furnace.  The men were brought before the king and given a last chance to worship the golden statue.  Then they said to the king, “If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace and out of your hand, let him deliver us.  But if not, be it known to you, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue.”

This so infuriated Nebuchadnezzar that he ordered the furnace to be heated up 7 times more than was customary.  Then he ordered the 3 men to be thrown into the furnace.  The furnace was so overheated that the men throwing Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the fire were killed.  But the 3 men fell down, bound, into the fire.  Suddenly, the king saw 4 men walking in the fire, with the 4th having the appearance of a god.  The king called the 3 men out of the fire and when they came out, their hair was not singed and their clothes were not burned; they did not even smell of fire.  And the king said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants.  Therefore, I decree that any nation that blasphemes their God will be torn limb from limb for no other god is able to deliver in this way.”  And the king promoted them.


Later King Belshazzar of Babylon gave a feast using the goblets from the house of God in Jerusalem.  As the people praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone, the fingers of a human hand appeared and began writing on the plaster of the wall of the palace.  The king’s face became pale because he was terrified.  And none of the king’s wise men could interpret the writing.  

The queen who knew of Daniel suggested that the king call him to interpret the writing.  When Daniel appeared, the king offered him many gifts to give the interpretation, but Daniel declined these.  Daniel said, “You have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven!  You have used the vessels of his temple for drinking wine while praising gods of silver, gold and bronze.  The God in whose power is your very breath you have not honored.  This is the writing:  Mene, mene, tekel, and parsin.  Here is the interpretation:  Mene God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end.  Tekel  You have been weighed in the scale and found wanting.  Peres  Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”  Then Belshazzar commanded that Daniel be clothed in purple with a chain of gold and a rank of 3rd in the kingdom.  That very night Belshazzar was killed and Darius the Persian received the kingdom.

Darius chose certain satraps to organize his kingdom, among them Daniel who distinguished himself from all the others.  This did not please all the other officials.  So they went to King Darius and said that anyone who prayed to any god other than the king should be thrown into the lion’s den.  

Now even though Daniel knew of the edict, he continued to pray 3 times a day to his God and to praise him.  The conspirators discovered Daniel and told the king of his disobedience.  This greatly distressed the king who made every effort to save Daniel.  Just before sending Daniel into the lion’s den, he said, “May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!”  A stone was used to seal the entrance to the lion’s den  and the king impressed the seal with his signet ring.  Then the king spent the night fasting without sleep.  


At daybreak, the king hurried to the den of lions and called anxiously, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?”  Daniel called out, “O king, live forever!  My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so they would not hurt me.”  The king was very glad and had Daniel taken from the den and those who had accused him were thrown in.


Now Daniel had many visions that you may read in the book called Daniel.

Jonah


Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah, “Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come before me.”  But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

When the ship was on the sea, the LORD hurled a wind so that the ship threatened to break up.  The mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god.  They threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship.  Now Jonah had gone down into the hold of the ship to sleep.  The captain of the ship said, “What are you doing sound asleep?  Get up, call on your god.  Perhaps he will spare us a thought.”


Then the sailors decided to determine who was the cause of the great storm by casting lots.  And the lot fell on Jonah.  They said, “Tell us why this calamity has come upon us.  What is your occupation?  Where do you come from?  And of what people are you?”  Jonah answered, “I am a Hebrew.  I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”  Then the men were even more afraid.  When Jonah told them he was fleeing the presence of the LORD, they said, “What is this that you have done!  What shall we do to you so that the sea may quiet down?”  And Jonah said, “Throw me into the sea.”  The men rowed hard to bring the ship to land, but they could not.  Then they cried out to the LORD, “Please, O LORD, we pray, do not let us perish on account of this man’s life.  Do not make us guilty of innocent blood.”  Then they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea.  And the sea ceased its raging and the men feared the LORD even more.

But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow Jonah.  Jonah spent 3 days and 3 nights there praying to the LORD.  Then the LORD spoke to the fish and it spewed Jonah out on dry land.

When the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, he got up and went to Nineveh.  Now Nineveh was so large that it took 3 days to walk across.  So Jonah began to walk into the city crying out, “40 days more and Nineveh will be overthrown!”  and the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth.


When the king heard, he removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes.  Then he made a proclamation:  No human being or animal is to eat or drink water.  Humans and animals are to be covered with sackcloth and cry to God.  They are to turn from their evil ways and repent.  Who knows?  God may relent and change his mind.”


When God saw this, he changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring on them and did not do it.


This was most displeasing to Jonah who became angry.  He said, “That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and ready to relent from punishing.  Take my life; I’d rather die.”


Jonah went out of the city to wait in a booth.  God sent a bush to grow and Jonah was grateful for the shade.   Then God sent a worm to attack the bush and Jonah became sullen.  God said, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”  Jonah said, “Yes, angry enough to die.”  Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush that you did nothing to grow.  Should I not be concerned about Nineveh, in which there are more than a 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”
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