NARRATIVE FOR SESSION 3
The Era of Kings


Now there was a man from Ramathaim named Elkanah who had 2 wives, Hannah and Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not.  Each year, Elkanah took his family to Shiloh worship and to sacrifice to the LORD of hosts.  After the sacrifice, Elkanah gave Peninnah and her children portions, but he gave a double portion to Hannah because he loved her even though the LORD had made her barren.   Peninnah used to provoke and irritate Hannah because she had no children.  So Hannah wept and did not eat.

After the meal, Hannah presented herself to the LORD.  (Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost.)  Hannah was deeply distressed and wept bitterly as she prayed, “Remember me and give me a male child.  Then I will set him before you until his death.  He will be a nazirite, not drinking wine or cutting his hair.”  While she prayed silently, her lips moved and Eli thought she was drunk.  So he said to Hannah, “How long will you make a spectacle of yourself?”  And Hannah replied, “I am not drunk, but pouring out my soul before before the LORD.”  Then Eli reassured Hannah, “Go in peace; may the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  Hannah returned to her husband  and was no longer sad.

When they returned to their home in Ramah, Elkanah knew his wife (in the biblical sense) and the LORD remembered her.  In due time Hannah gave birth to a son who she named Samuel saying, “I asked him of the LORD.”  Until Samuel was weaned Hannah did not go to the yearly sacrifice at Shiloh.  Then Hannah brought Samuel and presented him to Eli.  She prayed,

 My heart exults in the LORD.  

The LORD kills and brings to life; 

The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s.

Each year Hannah brought a little robe when she went to the yearly sacrifice.  And Eli would bless Elkanah and Hannah, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman.”  And the LORD took note of Hannah who had 3 sons and 2 daughters.


As a boy, Samuel ministered to the LORD under Eli.  The word of the LORD was rare in those days and visions were not widespread.  One night, Samuel was laying down in the temple where the ark was and the LORD called, “Samuel!  Samuel!”  Samuel ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  Eli replied, “I did not call you, lie down again.”  Once more Samuel lay down.  And the LORD called again, “Samuel!”  Again Samuel ran to Eli and was told to lie down again.  For the third time the LORD called Samuel.  But this time when Samuel ran to Eli, he understood that it was the LORD.  He instructed Samuel, “Lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’”  

The LORD called again and Samuel responded as he had been told.  What the LORD had to say was difficult.  “I am about to punish Eli’s house because his sons are blaspheming God.”  In the morning, Samuel was afraid to tell Eli about his vision, but finally he told.  Eli said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.”  Samuel grew up and the LORD was with him and continued to reveal himself to Samuel at Shiloh.

Now at this time the Philistines were making the lives of the people miserable.  Once the Philistines attacked just as Samuel was offering a burnt offering to the LORD, but the LORD threw them into confusion.  And so Samuel set up a stone between Mizpah and Jeshanah.  He called the stone, Eben-ezer, or Stone of Help, and said, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.”


Samuel’s sons also became judges, but they were not like Samuel because they took bribes and perverted justice.  So the elders of Israel came to Samuel, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us a king to govern us like other nations.”  Samuel was displeased by this and prayed to the LORD.  And the LORD said, “Listen to the voice of the people; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them.  Now warn them of the ways of the king who will reign over them.”  So Samuel reported to the people what the LORD had said, “This is how the king will reign over you:  he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen; and he will appoint commanders of thousands and fifties, some to plow his ground and some to reap and some to make war implements and to equip his chariots.  He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks.  He will take 1/10 of your flocks, and you will be his slaves.”  But the people insisted that they wanted a king so that they would be like other nations.

Now there was a man named Kish of the tribe of Benjamin from Gibeah who had a son named Saul.  He was very handsome and he stood head and shoulders above everyone else.  Kish had donkeys that strayed and he sent his son and a boy to look for them.  Just as they were about to return, the boy suggested that they visit a man of God to make inquiries.  Samuel had been told by God that he was sending a man of Benjamin to be anointed king.  And when Saul appeared, the LORD said, “This is the man who will rule over my people.”  Samuel invited Saul and the boy to eat at the shrine and early in the morning, Samuel woke them, sent the boy ahead, and said to Saul while pouring a vial of oil on his head, “The LORD has anointed you ruler over his people Israel.  You will reign over them and save them from their enemies.”  Samuel gave Saul 3 signs that this was of the LORD.  One of the signs was that Saul would meet a band of prophets coming from Gibeath-elohim and that Saul would be possessed by the spirit of the LORD and be turned into a different person.  Then he was to meet Samuel at Gilgal.  All these things happened.  

Saul led many battles for his people.  Once, on hearing that the Ammonites were blinding the right eye of every Reubenite, he took the yoke of oxen that he was plowing with, cut them up and sent the pieces with messengers who said, “Whoever does not come out after Saul and Samuel, so will it be done to his oxen!”  And Saul fought the Philistines with his son Jonathan.  Saul grew impatient for the appearance of Samuel to make the sacrifice to the LORD and he made the sacrifice himself.  When Samuel appeared, he told Saul that this was disobedience to the commandments and that now the kingship would be transferred to another house.  Saul fought against Moab, the Ammonites, Edom, the kings of Zobah and the Philistines and he routed them.


After this, Samuel was called by the LORD to go to Bethlehem to anoint one of the sons of Jesse as king.  As each son was brought before Samuel, the LORD said, “Do not look on his appearance; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  Seven of Jesse’s sons came before Samuel and none were chosen.  Samuel asked, “Are all your sons here?”  He was told, “The youngest is keeping the sheep.”  When he came before Samuel, the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”  And the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.

Now the spirit of the LORD departed from Saul and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him.  Saul’s servants suggested that Jesse’s son, David, was skillful in playing the lyre and a warrior.  So David was called on to play for Saul whenever the evil spirit from God came on Saul.

Then the Philistines gathered for battle against the people of Israel.  They sent out a man from Gath named Goliath who was 10 feet tall.  He was armed with a coat of mail, bronze greaves on his legs, and a javelin of bronze.  The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam.  Goliath came out and taunted the people.    When David heard him he said, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  David’s brothers tried to keep him quiet, but he said, “It was only a question.”  

Then Saul heard of David’s words and sent for him.  David said, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or bear came and took a lamb, I went after it and struck it down.  The LORD who saved me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.”  Saul gave David armor, but after trying them, he said that he couldn’t walk, so he took his staff and chose 5 smooth stones from the wadi and put them in his shepherd’s pouch and carried his sling in his hand.  When Goliath saw David he said, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?”  And then he cursed David by his gods.  David responded, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts.  The LORD will deliver you into my hand so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.”  Then David ran to meet him, put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead.  The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.  And the Philistines fled.


As David continued to fight for Saul and Jonathan, they were greeted in the towns with singing, dancing women who sang, “Saul has killed his thousands, and David his ten thousands.”  This caused Saul to eye David with suspicion.  With the intercession of Jonathan, David had to flee from Saul.  And David fled to King Achish of Gath.  The servants of Achish repeated to the king the dancers’ ditty and David was afraid, so he pretended to be mad and escaped to the cave of Adullam.  And David’s family joined him there.  David and his men saved the city of Keilah from the Philistines and Saul pursued David in the wilderness, staying near En-gedi.


Now there was a rich man of Maon, whose name was “Fool” or Nabal and his wife was Abigail.  Abigail was clever and beautiful, but Nabal was surly and mean.  David sent his men to Nabal with the message, “Your shepherds have been with us and we did them no harm, and they missed nothing.  We have come on a feast day.  Please give whatever you have on hand to your servants and to your son David.”  But Nabal responded, “Who is David?  Should I take my bread and my water and my meat and give it to men who come from I do not know where?”  When David heard, he and all his men prepared for battle.

But one of Nabal’s young men told Abigail about the protection that David’s men had provided for the shepherds and how Nabal had insulted David.  So Abigail hurried and took 200 loaves, 2 skins of wine, 5 dressed sheep, parched grain, raisins and figs and loaded them on donkeys.  She sent the young men with the donkeys ahead of her, but did not tell her husband.  When she met David, she alighted from the donkey, fell on her face and said, “Do not take seriously this ill-natured fellow, Nabal; for as his name is, so is he.  Since the LORD has restrained you from taking vengeance, accept this present from your servant.”  David said, “Blessed be the LORD who sent you to meet me today!  Blessed be your good sense; you have kept me today from bloodguilt!”


When Abigail returned to Nabal, he was holding a feast like the feast of a king.  And Nabal’s heart was merry for he was drunk, so she told him nothing.  In the morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, Abigail told him these events, and his heart died within him and he became like a stone.  Ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal and he died.  When David heard, he wooed Abigail and made her his wife.

For a time, David and his men fought for the King of Gath, but when they went to fight Saul, the armed men of the king refused to fight alongside David fearing that he would turn against them.  The Philistines fought against Saul and his sons and they defeated them.  They killed Jonathan and Saul was badly wounded and fell on his sword rather than fall into the hands of the Philistines.

When David heard, he grieved over the death of Saul and Jonathan.  Then David was anointed king of Judah.  There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David.  David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul became weaker and weaker. Then David was anointed king of Israel at Hebron.


At this point, David and his men marched to Jerusalem.  David said, “Whoever would strike down the Jebusites, let him get up the water shaft to attack.”  And David occupied the stronghold and named it the city of David.  He defeated the Philistines and brought the Ark to Jerusalem.  David wished to build a house for God and the Ark, but Nathan the prophet said, “The LORD declares that the LORD will make you a house.  I will raise up your offspring and he will build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel, but David remained at Jerusalem.  Late one afternoon, David was walking about on the roof of the king’s house and he saw a woman bathing to purify herself after her period.  She was very beautiful.  David sent his staff to find out who she was.  Then he sent messengers to get Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.  David lay with her and she sent a message to David, “I am pregnant.”


Then David sent messengers to Joab in the field to send Uriah the Hittite to him.  When Uriah came, David inquired about the progress of the war and tried to persuade him to go to his home, but he would not.  Uriah said, “My lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and drink and lie with my wife?”  The next day David tried to make Uriah drunk but he still did not return to his house.  So David sent a letter to Joab by Uriah’s hand, instructing Joab to place Uriah in the front of the battle, and then to withdraw so that Uriah would die.  Joab followed his command and sent word that Uriah had been killed.  Bathsheba mourned for her husband and then David sent for her to become his wife and she had a son.

What David had done displeased the LORD who sent Nathan to David.  Nathan said, “There were 2 men in a city, one rich and one poor.  The poor man had only 1 ewe lamb that used to drink from his cup and lie in his bosom like a daughter.  The rich man had a visitor, but rather than use one of his lambs for the guest, he took the lamb of the poor man.”  David became angry and said, “As the LORD lives, this man deserves to die.”  And Nathan responded, “You are the man!  Thus says the LORD:  I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house.”  David confessed his sin; nevertheless, the child died.  Then David consoled Bathsheba and she had a son named Solomon.


Some time passed.  David had a son named Absalom with a beautiful sister named Tamar.  David’s son Amnon fell in love with her and pined for her to the point of making himself sick.  Amnon had a crafty friend named Jonadab.  Jonadab advised him, “Pretend to be ill and when your father comes to visit you ask him to send Tamar to prepare food for you and feed you from her hand.”  So Amnon did this.  And Tamar went to her brother, took dough, kneaded it, and made little heart cakes.  After baking them, she took the pan to him, but he refused to eat.  Amnon sent everyone away, took hold of Tamar and said, “Come lie with me, my sister.”  But Tamar said, “Do not force me, for such a thing is not done in Israel.  Where would I carry my shame?  I beg you, speak to the king; he will not withhold me from you.”  But Amnon would not listen, and being stronger than she, he forced her and lay with her.  Then Amnon was seized with a loathing for her even greater than the lust he had felt for her.  He said, “Get out!”  Tamar said, “No, my brother, this wrong in sending me away is greater than the other that you did to me.”  But he would not listen.  He called his servant to put Tamar out and bolt the door after her.  Tamar put ashes on her head and tore the long robe that she wore and went away crying aloud as she went.  When Absalom heard, he took Tamar into his house where she remained a desolate woman.  Later, Absalom got revenge on Amnon by inviting him to a feast where he was killed.  And Absalom fled to the king of Geshur.


Joab, David’s commander, persuaded a woman to come before David and plead for the return of Absalom.  So David forgave Absalom, but Absalom stole the hearts of the people of Israel.  And David had to flee Jerusalem.  Eventually, Absalom’s army was defeated, Absalom was killed and David returned to Jerusalem, mourning for Absalom.  David grew old and Adonijah openly proclaimed that he would become king on David’s death.  So Bathsheba went to the king and reminded him of his oath to make Solomon king after him.  Nathan came to the king while she was speaking.  Then in the presence of both of them he swore an oath, “Your son Solomon will succeed me as king, and he will sit on my throne in my place, so will I do this day.”  Then David instructed Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah to have Solomon ride his mule to Gihon and to anoint Solomon king and blow the trumpet and say, “’Long live King Solomon!’ Go up following him.  Let him enter and sit on my throne; he will be king in my place.”  Then David slept with his ancestors.

When Solomon had established his kingdom, he made marriage alliances, built a house for himself, built a house for the LORD and a wall around Jerusalem.  But before the LORD’s house was built, Solomon used to sacrifice at Gibeon.  And the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, “Ask what I should give you.”   And Solomon said, “O LORD my God, you have made your servant king, although I am only a little child.  And your servant is in the midst of the people you have chosen, so numerous they cannot be counted.  Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil.”  This pleased the LORD and he said, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for long life or riches, I give you a wise and discerning mind.  I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life.”

Two prostitutes came before Solomon.  They had both given birth within 3 days of each other.  One woman said, “This woman’s child died in the night and she took my live child and put her dead child at my breast.  When I awoke in the morning, it was not the son I had birthed.”  Then the women argued before Solomon.  So the king said, “Bring me a sword.”  A sword was brought.  “Divide the living boy; then give half to one and half to the other.”  But the woman whose child was alive said, “Please, my lord, give her the living boy; certainly do not kill him!”  And the king responded, “Give this woman the living child.  She is his mother.”

Solomon’s wisdom and wealth was such that people came from all the nations to hear his wisdom.  He made agreements with King Hiram of Tyre to provide building materials for building the house of the LORD.  Solomon spared nothing; all the materials used were of the finest quality.  At the dedication of house of God, Solomon prayed, “O LORD, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath.  Let your word to David my father be confirmed.  But will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built!  Hear the prayer of your servant and when your people Israel pray toward this place; hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive.”

Solomon’s fame spread and the Queen of Sheba came to test Solomon with hard questions.  Solomon answered all her questions and when she had observed everything about Solomon and his kingdom, she declared the report true and left him with many gifts.

Solomon had many foreign wives and they led him away from the LORD.  So the LORD raised up many adversaries against Solomon.  Then Solomon slept with his ancestors.
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