NARRATIVE FOR SESSION 2
From Egypt to the Promised Land


Now Joseph and all his brothers died, but the Israelites multiplied and grew strong so that the land was filled with them.  And a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph.  The new king said, “We must be shrewd in our dealings with the Israelites or they will join our enemies and fight against us.”  So the Egyptians began to oppress the Israelites by forcing them to labor in hard service.  But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread.

Then the king called in the Hebrew midwives whose names were Shiprah and Puah.  He told them to kill any boy born to a Hebrew woman, but to let any girl live.  But the midwives feared God and did not do what the king asked.  The king of Egypt called them in again and he asked, “Why have you allowed the boys to live?”  And the midwives said, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are vigorous and give birth before we arrive.”  And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families.  Then the king issued a new command:  every boy born to the Hebrews is to be thrown into the Nile.


There was a Levite man whose wife had a son at this time.  For 3 months, she was able to hide the baby boy.  When this was no longer possible, she prepared an ark or papyrus basket that she coated with pitch.  Then she placed the child in the basket and floated it among the reeds with his sister watching from a distance.  About this time, Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river to bathe.  She saw the basket, opened it and found the crying child.  And she took pity on him.  The boy’s sister approached and asked if Pharaoh’s daughter needed a nurse for the child.  When she replied, “Yes,” the sister ran to her mother and brought her to Pharaoh’s daughter, who said, “Nurse this child for me and I will give you wages.”  So the child was nursed by his own mother and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter when he was grown.  And she called him Moses, or “Drawn out”.

One day when Moses had become a man, he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew.  Since no one seemed to be looking, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.  The very next day, Moses saw 2 Hebrews fighting.  When Moses asked why one was hitting his fellow Hebrew, he answered, “Are you our judge?  Will you kill us like you killed the Egyptian?”  Then Moses was afraid and Pharaoh tried to kill Moses.  So Moses fled to the land of Midian.

When Moses came to a well, he met 7 daughters of a Midianite priest who were being driven away from the well by some shepherds so that they could not water their flocks.  Moses defended the women and watered their flock.  When the women told their father Reuel what Moses had done, he gave Zipporah his daughter to be the wife of Moses.

After a long time, the king of Egypt died.  And the Israelites cried out to God.  God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 


While Moses was tending the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro near Mt. Horeb, he noticed a bush that was blazing, but did not burn up.  “This I’ve got to see,” he said.  God called to him from the bush, “Moses, take the sandals off your feet because the place you are standing on is holy ground.  I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  I have observed the misery of my people and heard their cry.  Indeed, I know their sufferings and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them to a land flowing with milk and honey.  So I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people out of Egypt.”  But Moses said, “Who am I to do this?”  And God replied, “I will be with you, and your sign will be that when you bring the people out of Egypt, you will worship me on this mountain.”

Then Moses asked, “Who should I say has sent me?”  “Tell them I AM WHO I AM / I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE has sent you.  You will go to the king of Egypt with the elders of Israel and say, ‘Let us go 3 days’ journey into the wilderness to sacrifice to the LORD our God.’  But the king will not let you go until I stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with my wonders.”

Then Moses said, “But what if the people don’t believe me?”  So God gave him 3 signs:  his staff could become a snake, his hand could become leprous, and water taken from the Nile would turn to blood when poured out.  Then Moses said, “But I’m not an eloquent man.”  And God said, “Who gives speech to humans?  Is it not I, the LORD?”  Then Moses said, “Please send someone else.”  Then God was angry with Moses and he said, “Aaron your brother is coming to meet you and he can speak well.  He will be your mouth.”

So Moses took his wife and his sons and went back to Egypt.  On the way Moses met Aaron in the wilderness.  Together they went to the elders of Israel and performed the signs for the people.  And the people believed that the LORD had seen their misery and they worshiped.

When Moses and Aaron asked Pharaoh to let them go 3 days’ journey to sacrifice to the LORD, Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should listen to him?  I do not know the LORD, and I will not let Israel go.”  Then Pharaoh commanded the Israelites to make the same quota of bricks as before, but without straw.  “The people are lazy.  That is why they want to offer sacrifice to the LORD.”  Then the Israelite supervisors complained to Moses and Aaron.  And Moses and Aaron complained to God, “O LORD, why have you mistreated this people?  Since I came to Pharaoh he has mistreated this people, and you have done nothing at all to deliver them.”

The LORD answered Moses, “You will see what I will do to Pharaoh.  Say to the people, ‘I will redeem you with mighty acts of judgment.  I will take you as my people, and I will be your God.’”  But when Moses told this to the Israelites they would not listen because of their broken spirit and their cruel slavery.


And the LORD said, “Go tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his land.  And when he asks for a wonder throw down your staff and it will become a snake.”  When they appeared before Pharaoh, they did as God had commanded.  But Pharaoh called his wise men and the magicians of Egypt who threw down their staffs and the staffs became snakes.  But Aaron’s staff swallowed up theirs.  And Pharaoh would not listen.

Then the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron to turn the waters of Egypt into blood.  The fish died and the river stank and the people could not drink the water.  Pharaoh’s magicians did the same.  Pharaoh just turned and went into his house.  

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Pharaoh, ‘If you refuse to let my people go, I will plague your whole country with frogs.’”  And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt and frogs came out and covered the land.  And Pharaoh’s magicians did the same.  So Pharaoh asked Moses and Aaron to pray to the LORD to take away the frogs.  They prayed and Pharaoh had a change of mind and he would not listen to them.

Then the LORD sent gnats throughout the whole land of Egypt.  And Pharaoh’s magicians tried to produce gnats, but they could not.  So they said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God!”  But Pharaoh would not listen to them.

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Pharaoh, ‘Let my people go.  If you will not let my people go, I will send swarms of flies on you, but there will be no flies in the land of Goshen where my people live.’”  The LORD sent flies in all the land of Egypt.  Then Pharaoh said to Moses, “You may go to sacrifice to the LORD, but pray to have these flies removed.”  When the flies were gone, Pharaoh would not let the people go.

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Pharaoh, ‘Let my people go or the hand of the LORD will strike your livestock with a deadly pestilence, but none of the Israelite livestock will die.’”  Pharaoh inquired and found that not one of the livestock of the Israelites was dead, but he would not let the people go.

Then the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron to take soot from the kiln and throw it into the air.  It caused boils on humans and animals.  And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils.  But Pharaoh would not listen.

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Pharaoh, ‘Let my people go.  This time I will send my plagues on you, your officials and your people so that you may know that there is no one like me in all the earth.  This is why I have let you live:  to show you my power, and to make my name resound through all the earth.  Tomorrow the heaviest hail that has ever fallen in Egypt will fall.  Take your livestock and people to a secure place.’”  When they heard, those officials who feared the word of the LORD hurried their slaves and livestock to secure places.  The hail struck down everything that was in the open field, whether human, animal, or plant.  Only Goshen was free of hail.  Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron.  “Pray to the LORD!  I will let you go.”  But when the hail stopped, he would not let the people go.

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Pharaoh, ‘If you refuse to let my people go, I will bring locusts into your country.’”  When Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, Pharaoh’s officials said, “Let the people go; do you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined?”  So Pharaoh said, “Go worship the LORD.  But which of you will go?”  And Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old, our sons and daughters, and our flocks and herds.”  Then Pharaoh said, “The LORD indeed will be with you, if ever I let your little ones go with you!”  And the LORD sent the locusts on all the land of Egypt and they ate everything green that was left after the hail.  Once again Pharaoh asked Moses to pray and when the locusts were gone, he would not let the Israelites go.

Then the LORD caused a dense darkness that could be felt to fall on the land of Egypt for 3 days.  But all the Israelites had light where they lived.  At first Pharaoh said, “Go,” but when Moses insisted that the flocks would come too, he said, “Take care that you do not see my face again.”  And Moses answered, “As you say, I will never see your face again.”

Then the LORD gave Moses instructions for the first Passover.  Each family was to slaughter a lamb and put its blood on the doorposts and lintel.  They were to eat the roasted lamb with sandals on their feet and their staff in their hand.  And when the LORD saw the blood he would pass over the houses, but every firstborn in Egypt would die.  At midnight, there was not a house in Egypt without someone dead.  And Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron in the night and demanded that the Israelites leave.  So the Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth.

And God led the people by the roundabout way of the wilderness.  Moses brought the bones of Joseph.  The LORD went in front of them in a pillar of cloud in the day and in a pillar of fire in the night.  They camped between Midgol and the sea.  Now the Egyptians had a change of heart and they pursued the Israelites, including all Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, the chariot drivers and his army.  When the Israelites saw the Egyptians advancing on them they cried out to the LORD.  And to Moses they said, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us here to die?”

The LORD told Moses to stretch his hand out over the sea and divide it.  Then the angel of God and the pillar of cloud moved behind the Israelites, separating the Egyptians from the Israelites all night.  The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground and the Egyptians pursued them.  Then the LORD looked down on the Egyptian army and threw them into a panic.  He clogged their chariot wheels.  And the Egyptians said, “The LORD is fighting against Egypt.”


When all the Israelites had crossed the sea, the LORD told Moses to stretch out his hand again to restore the sea to its normal depth.  The waters returned and covered the entire army of Pharaoh.  So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and his servant Moses.

Then the prophet Miriam took a tambourine and all the women followed her, dancing with their tambourines.  And Miriam sang:  


“Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted;



The horse and its rider he hurled in the sea.”


As the people journeyed on, they found no water.  And when they found water, it was bitter.  But the LORD showed Moses wood to sweeten the water.  Then the people complained that they had had plenty of bread and meat in Egypt, but now Moses had led them into the wilderness to die of hunger.  So the LORD rained bread from heaven every morning and meat in the evening.  When the people first saw the fine flaky substance on the ground in the morning, they said, “Man hu? or What is it?”  Each person gathered as much as they needed for one day except on the sixth day when they gathered enough for the Sabbath as well.

When Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law brought Moses’ wife and sons to him, he observed how Moses sat from morning until evening settling disputes of the people.  And Jethro said, “You will wear yourself out this way.  Select trustworthy men who fear God and hate dishonest gain.  Let them settle the disputes of the people and bring every difficult case to you.”  And Moses listened to his father-in-law and did as he said.

When the people reached the mountain of God, Moses went up to God and the LORD said, “Tell the people, ‘If you obey my voice and keep my commandments, you will be my treasured possession out of all the peoples.  The whole earth is mine, but you will be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’  I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.  You will have no other gods before me.  Do not make idols in the form of anything in heaven, or on earth, or in the sea.  Do not worship them because I am a jealous God, punishing children for the parents’ iniquity to the 3rd and 4th generation, but showing steadfast love to the 1000th generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.  Do not misuse the name of God.  Remember the Sabbath day.  Work for 6 days, but on the Sabbath do not work.  This includes your family, your servants, your livestock, and any resident alien in your towns.  Honor your father and mother so that you may live long in the land that I am giving you.  Do not murder.  Do not commit adultery.  Do not steal.  Do not bear false witness against your neighbor.  Do not covet your neighbor’s house, wife, servant, livestock, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

Then God gave instructions for the construction of an ark made of acacia wood overlaid with gold.  On top of the ark was a special cover made of gold with 2 cherubim facing one another with wings spreading over the ark.  Inside the ark was to be placed the covenant that God gave.  Then God gave instruction for the construction of the Tabernacle made of embroidered linen curtains and goat’s hair.


When the people saw that Moses was delayed they asked Aaron to make gods to go before them.  “We don’t know what’s become of this Moses.”  So Aaron asked them to take off their gold rings.  He formed the gold in a mold in the image of a calf.  Then Aaron said, “Tomorrow will be a festival to the LORD.”  Early the next day they brought sacrifices and began to revel.  

Meanwhile on the mountain, the LORD said to Moses, “Your people whom you brought out of Egypt are worshipping a golden calf.  Now leave me alone so I can consume them and I will make you a great nation.”  But Moses implored the LORD, “Don’t be angry with your people whom you brought out Egypt with great power.  Why should the Egyptians say that you brought the people out here just to kill them?  Change your mind and remember your covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  And God changed his mind.


When Moses came down the mountain he became so angry that he threw down the tablets of the covenant.  He took the calf, ground it into powder, scattered it on water, and made the Israelites drink it.  Moses asked Aaron, “Why have you done this?”  And Aaron said, “You know the people are bent on evil.  The people asked me to make gods.  So I asked for their gold, threw it in the fire, and out came this calf!”  The people were running wild and Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, “Who is on the LORD’s side?”  The Levites gathered around Moses and then did as he commanded them.  They went through the camp, each killing their brother, friend and neighbor.

Moses had to return to the mountain with new tablets for God to engrave.  When he returned with the instructions of God,  he called on the people to bring an offering to the LORD of gold, silver, bronze, linen, goats’ hair, acacia wood, spices and incense.  These were used by artisans gifted by LORD to make the ark and the tabernacle.

Then the LORD said, “You have stayed long enough at this mountain.  Resume your journey and go to the land of the Canaanites.”  When the people arrived, they proposed that Moses send men ahead to explore the land and bring back a report.  Men were sent ahead and they reported back, “It is a good land that the LORD is giving us.  But the people are stronger and taller than we are; the cities are large and fortified up to heaven!”  The people did not trust the LORD to give them the land and God sent them back into the wilderness.

In his final speech to the people, Moses said, “You are about to cross the Jordan.  It is not because of your righteousness that you are going to occupy the land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD is dispossessing them.”  Then at the LORD’s command, Moses went up Mt. Nebo in Moab where the LORD showed him the entire land.  Moses died and the people mourned for 30 days.  Now Joshua was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him.


The LORD spoke to Joshua, “Proceed to cross the Jordan into the land that I am giving you.  Be strong and very courageous.  Be careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you so that you may be successful wherever you go.”

Then Joshua sent 2 men to spy on Jericho and the surrounding land.  They went to Jericho and spent the night at the house of Rahab, a prostitute.  When the king of Jericho heard that Israelites had come to search the land, he sent a message to Rahab to hand over the 2 men.  But she hid the men on the roof with the stalks of flax.  And Rahab said to the king’s messengers, “It’s true that 2 men came to me, but I didn’t know where they were from.  And when it was time to close the gate at dusk, the men left.  If you pursue them now, you can overtake them.”  So the king’s men searched for the spies up to the fords of the Jordan.  As soon as the men left, the city gate was shut.


Then Rahab went up to talk to the Israelite spies.  She said, “I know that the LORD has given you the land.  We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Sea of Reeds when you came out of Egypt and how you destroyed the 2 kings beyond the Jordan.  When we heard it our hearts melted.  The LORD your God is indeed God in heaven above and on earth below.  I have been kind to you.  Swear by the LORD that you will deal kindly with all my family by sparing us all from death.”  And the men said, “Our life for yours!  Don’t tell our business and we will deal kindly with you when the LORD gives us the land.”

Now Rahab’s house was built into the city wall.  And she let the spies down by a rope from the window.  Before they left, the spies set the terms of their agreement with Rahab.  “You must tie this crimson cord in this window.  Your family must gather in your house and not wander in the streets of Jericho.  You must not tell our business here.”  Rahab agreed, let the men down and tied the crimson cord in the window.  When the men gave their report to Joshua, they said, “Truly the LORD has given all the land into our hands.”


Then Joshua prepared the people to cross the Jordan.  “Follow the ark of the covenant of the LORD carried by the priests, but no closer than 1 km.”  To the priests he said, “When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, stand still in the Jordan.”  When the priests carrying the ark dipped their feet in the edge of the water, the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap while those flowing toward the Dead Sea were cut off.  And all Israel crossed over while the priests stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan.

Then each tribe selected a man to take a stone from the middle of the Jordan, and laid them where they camped that night.  Then Joshua said, “When your children ask, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off in front of the ark of the covenant of the LORD when Israel crossed the Jordan.”  And the Israelites kept the Passover, eating the produce of the land.  And the manna ceased that day.

Now all the people of Jericho were shut up inside the city because of the Israelites.  And the LORD gave instructions to Joshua for defeating the city.  “You will march around the city once each day for 6 days.  7 priests with 7 trumpets will blow their horns in front of the Ark of the Covenant.  On the 7th day, you will march around the city 7 times and when you hear a long blast, all the people will shout and the walls of the city will fall flat.”

So each day for 6 days, the people marched once around the city with only the sound of trumpets.  And on the 7th day, after circling the city 7 times, the priests gave the signal and all the people shouted.  The walls of the city fell and Joshua gave instructions that all the silver, gold, bronze and iron was sacred to the LORD and was to be gathered into the treasury of the LORD.  Rahab and all her family were to be brought out of the city by the 2 spies.  But every other person and all the livestock were to be killed.  After this had been done, they burned the city.


Then Joshua led the Israelites to conquer the kings of 31 cities in addition to the kings of 2 cities beyond the Jordan.  But the people could not drive out the Jebusites from Jerusalem or the Canaanites from Beth-shean or the inhabitants of Dor and Megiddo so they gave them forced labor.  And when Joshua grew old, he said to the people gathered at Shechem, “Observe and do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses so that you may not be mixed with these nations left here among you or serve their gods.”  Then Joshua told the people how the LORD had led them out of Egypt and the people answered, “We will not forsake the LORD to serve other gods, for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt.”

After Joshua died another generation grew up who did not know the LORD and they followed the gods of the peoples who were all around them.  Then the LORD allowed their enemies to plunder them and after that the LORD raised up judges who delivered them from their enemies.  But once again the people would cease to follow the commandments of the LORD until they cried to the LORD and he delivered them.

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD after the judge Ehud died.  So the LORD sold them into the hand of King Jabin who ruled Hazor.  Sisera, the commander of King Jabin’s army, was in charge of 900 iron chariots and he cruelly oppressed the Israelites for 20 years.


At this time, Deborah judged Israel under the palm between Ramah and Bethel.  She summoned Barak and said, “Position your men at Mt. Tabor because God will draw out Sisera by the Wadi Kishon and give him into your hand.”  Barak said, “If you will go with me, I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go.”  And she answered, “I will go with you, but now the acclaim will not be yours because the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.”

When Sisera heard about the movement of Barak’s men, he called up all his chariots.  But the LORD threw Sisera and all his chariots into a panic.  Sisera left his chariot and fled on foot.  And all of Sisera’s army fell.  Sisera passed the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite.  (And there was peace between the Kenites and King Jabin.)  Jael came out to meet him.  “Turn aside to me, have no fear.”  So he came into her tent and said, “Please give me a little water.”  Jael opened a skin of milk, gave him a drink and covered him.  And Sisera asked Jael not to tell anyone that he was there.  When Sisera fell asleep from exhaustion, Jael took a tent peg and a hammer in her hand, went to him softly, and drove the peg into his temple until it went into the ground.  Then she went outside and met Barak.  “Come, I will show you the man you are seeking.”  This is how King Jabin of Hazor was destroyed.  And Deborah and Barak sang a victory song that day.  And the land had rest for forty years.

Once again the Israelites did evil in the sight of the LORD and the LORD gave them into the hands of the Midianites.  Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites would come through with their tents and herds and destroy the crops.  About that time the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak at Ophrah (near Shechem) when Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press to hide it from the Midianites.  Gideon was greeted by the angel, “The LORD is with you mighty warrior.”  Gideon asked, “If the LORD is with us then why are these things happening to us?  Where is the LORD who brought us up out of Egypt?”  And the angel answered, “Go and deliver Israel; I commission you.”  Then Gideon said, “We are the weakest clan of Manasseh.  Wait here until I can bring you a present.”

Gideon went to his house and prepared a kid with broth and some cakes and brought them to the angel under the oak.  The angel told Gideon to place the meat and cakes on a rock and pour the broth over them.  When Gideon did this, fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the offering and the angel of the LORD vanished.  Then Gideon became fearful.  But the LORD said, “Peace be to you; do not fear.”  So Gideon built an altar that he called “The LORD is peace.”

That night the LORD instructed Gideon to tear down the altar his father had built to Baal, to cut down the asherah and to build an altar for the LORD, using the wood from the asherah to sacrifice a bull.  But Gideon did all this at night because he was afraid of his family and the people.  When he was discovered Gideon said, “Let Baal defend himself because his altar has been torn down.”


The Midianites approached and the spirit of the LORD took possession of Gideon.  He sounded the trumpet to summon the men to defend Israel.  Then Gideon tested the LORD to see if he would defeat the Midianites.  He placed fleece out overnight to see if there would be dew on the fleece alone while all the ground was dry.  And in the morning, he filled a bowl with the water from the fleece.  Then Gideon said to God, “Don’t be angry.  Let me do one more trial with the fleece, but this time let the fleece alone be dry while all the ground is wet with dew.”  And in the morning, it was so.


Now all Gideon’s troops were camped by the spring of Harod and the LORD said to Gideon, “There are too many troops.  They will take the credit away from me.  Tell anyone who is fearful to return home.”  When Gideon did this, 22,000 troops left and only 10,000 remained.  Then the LORD instructed Gideon to see how the troops would drink water.  Some of the troops lapped water like a dog and some knelt down and drank from their hands.  Then the LORD said, “With the 300 that lapped I will deliver you.”


That same night the LORD sent Gideon to spy on the MIdianites and listen to what they said.  Gideon heard a sentry telling his comrade of his disturbing dream that they interpreted as devastation for the Midianites.  So Gideon divided his troops into 3 sections.  They carried a jar with a torch inside with their left hand and with their right they carried a trumpet.  At the beginning of the middle watch, Gideon and his troops broke their jars and blew their trumpets shouting, “For the LORD and for Gideon!”  All the men in the Midianite camp cried out and fled.  And the LORD turned each man’s sword against his fellow.

The people wanted Gideon to rule over them, but he refused.  However, he did take gold to make an ephod that the people came to worship.  As soon as Gideon died, the Israelites returned to worshipping the Baals.

Once again the Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the LORD.  And the LORD allowed the Ammonites and the Philistines to oppress them.  Now there was a man named Jephthah who was the son of a prostitute.  And his half brothers drove him out of the house.  He fled to the land of Tob where outlaws collected around him and went raiding with him.


When the Ammonites had made war on Israel, Jephthah’s brothers came asking him to be their commander.  At last he agreed and began to send messages to the king of the Ammonites.  The king responded that Israel had taken his land when they came from Egypt.  Jepthah responded that Israel had not taken Ammonite land, but Moabite land.  At last battle became inevitable.


The spirit of the LORD came on Jephthah and he vowed to the LORD that if he was successful against the Ammonites, he would offer as a burnt offering whoever comes out of my house to meet him when he returned victorious.  The Ammonites were defeated and when Jephthah came home his daughter, his only child, came out to meet him with timbrels and dancing.  And Jephthah said, “Alas my daughter!  You have brought me low because I have made a vow to the LORD.”  His daughter said, “Do to me what you have vowed.  Only let me have 2 months to wander the mountains and bewail my virginity with my companions.”  So it became the custom for 4 days every year that the daughters of Israel go out to lament the daughter of Jephthah.

Once again the Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and they suffered from the Philistines.  There was a man named Manoah and his wife who had no children.  And an angel of the LORD appeared to her and told her not drink wine or eat anything unclean because she was to have a child.  And when the child was born he was to be consecrated to the LORD, with no razor to be used on his head.  When she told her husband, Manoah prayed to the LORD, “Let the man of God appear to us again so we can be instructed.”  The angel of the LORD appeared again to the woman and she ran to tell her husband.  He also heard the words of the angel and then wished to give him a kid from his flock.  The angel told him to make an offering to the LORD.  So Manoah placed the food on a rock and a flame went up toward heaven from the altar and the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame.  Manoah was afraid that they would die, having seen God.  But his wife said, “If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted our offering.”  Then she had a son and she named him Samson.

When Samson had grown he met a Philistine woman at Timnah and he begged his parents to get her as a wife for him.  They asked why he couldn’t marry an Israelite girl because they did not know that the LORD was seeking a pretext to act against the Philistines.  On the way to talk to the woman, he was attacked by a lion.  But the spirit of the LORD rushed on him and he tore the lion apart barehanded.  When he next traveled that way, he saw that bees had made a hive in the lion’s carcass and he scooped out the honey and ate it.  He composed a riddle and offered a prize to the wedding guest who could answer it.  None could, but his wife nagged him for days until he told her the story.  She told the wedding guests who claimed their prize of clothing.   Then the spirit of the LORD rushed on Samson and he went to Ashkelon where he killed 30 men and gave their clothing as the prize.  But Samson’s wife was given to the man who had been his best man.

When Samson found that his wife had been given to another, he set fire to the standing grain of the Philistines by tying the tails of foxes together with torches.  And the Philistines burned Samson’s wife and her father.  Then the Philistines came to the tribe of Judah and demanded that Samson be handed over.  He allowed himself to be bound and given to the Philistines .  Once he was in their camp, he burst his bonds and killed them with the jawbone of a donkey.

Now Samson fell in love with Delilah, but the rulers of the Philistines came to her and begged her to find out the secret of Samson’s strength.  Each time Delilah asked for Samson’s secret, he told her a story, but not about his uncut hair.  When Delilah bound him in his sleep, she would announce, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!”  The Philistine lords would come out of hiding and Samson would break his bonds.  This happened many times.  At last Samson gave Delilah the true secret and when he awoke bound and with cut hair, he found that he could not escape as before.  The Philistines gouged out his eyes and put him to work at the mill in the prison.  But Samson’s hair began to grow again. . .

And when the Philistines gathered in the temple of Dagon, they brought Samson out for their entertainment.  Samson prayed to the LORD to restore his strength, placed a hand on each of the 2 central pillars of the temple and brought the temple down killing himself and 3,000 Philistine men and women.


Now in those days there was no king in Israel and the people did what was right in their own eyes.  Micah made images and called a Levite to be his priest.  In those days there was no king in Israel.  There was trouble between the Danites and the house of Micah.

In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a Levite in the hill country of Ephraim took a concubine from Bethlehem.  But she became angry with him and went back to her father’s house.  After 4 months, the Levite set out to speak tenderly to her and bring her back.  When he came to Bethlehem, his father-in-law greeted him with joy.  They feasted for 3 days and then the Levite prepared to go early in the morning.  But each day his father-in-law persuaded him to stay and fortify himself.  On the fifth day, the same thing happened so that his departure was delayed until it was late in the day.  When they arrived opposite Jebus (Jerusalem), his servant tried to persuade him to stay there, but the Levite said no they would not spend the night in a city of foreigners, but would go on to Gibeah, a city of the tribe of Benjamin.  At this point the sun went down and they sat down in the city square.  


An old man of the city persuaded them to come to his home.  While they were enjoying themselves, the men of the city surrounded the house.  They demanded that the old man send out the man staying with him so they could have intercourse with him.  The old man offered his virgin daughter and the Levite’s concubine.  The men of the city seized the concubine, raped her and abused her all through the night.  In the morning, she fell with her hands on the threshold of the door.  The Levite saw her and said, “Get up, we are going.”  But there was no answer.  He put her on his donkey, returned home and cut her body into 12 pieces that he sent to each of the tribes of Israel with the message, “Has such a thing ever happened in Israel since we came up from the land of Egypt.”  And the tribes made war against the tribe of Benjamin and their city, Gibeah.  In those days there was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their own eyes.

Now in the days of the judges, there was a famine and a man named Elimelech (My God is King) went from Bethlehem to Moab with his wife, Naomi and his 2 sons, Mahlon (Sickness) and Chilion(Consumption).  Naomi’s husband died and each of her sons took a wife.  One was named Orpah and the other was Ruth.  The sons both died and Naomi set out to return home with her 2 daughters-in-law.  Naomi tried to persuade them to return to their mother’s house, but Ruth would not leave her.  They arrived in Bethlehem as the barley was being harvested.

Ruth asked for Naomi’s permission to glean in the fields and Naomi said, “Go, my daughter.”  As it happened, Ruth gleaned in the field of Boaz, a rich relative of Naomi.  And Boaz took notice of Ruth.  Boaz asked Ruth to glean only in his fields and gave orders that she be allowed to glean unmolested.  Boaz said, “I’ve heard all that you have done for Naomi.  May the LORD, under whose wings you have sought refuge, reward you.”  When Ruth returned home, she told Naomi all that had happened.  And Naomi blessed the LORD and told Ruth of her kinship with Boaz.

Then Naomi sent Ruth in her best clothes to the threshing floor where Boaz was working for the evening.  Naomi told her, “When Boaz goes to sleep, uncover his feet and lie down and he will tell you what to do.”  Ruth followed her mother-in-law’s instructions.  While Ruth was at the feet of Boaz he woke up.  Ruth said, “Spread your cloak over your servant for you are next of kin.”  And he answered, “May you be blessed.  But there is a next of kin closer than I.  I will act if he does not.”  Ruth got up early when you could not recognize one person from another.  Boaz put 6 measures of barley in her cloak and she went home to Naomi.


That very morning Boaz met with his kinsman who refused to redeem Naomi’s land because Ruth made inheritance complications for him.  So Boaz took Ruth as his wife and she had a son named Obed, who was the father of Jesse, who was the father of David. 
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