NARRATIVE FOR SESSION 1

BRIEF HISTORY OF ISRAEL

ABRAHAM TO EGYPT

Now there was a man named Terah who moved his family from Ur of the Chaldeans to Canaan.  But on the way he stopped in Haran and settled there with Abram, his son, and his grandson Lot. Abram’s wife, Sarai and Lot’s wife also came.  Terah died in Haran.  

Then the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.”  So Abram did just as the LORD had said and Lot went with him also to the land of the Canaanites.
When Abram arrived at Shechem while the Canaanites were still in the land, the LORD appeared again.  And the LORD said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”  Abram built an altar there for the LORD and continued on through Bethel to the Negeb.


Famine came to the land of Canaan and Abram left with Sarai for Egypt.  But before they entered Egypt, Abram asked Sarai to say that she was his sister because she was very beautiful and if the Egyptians knew that Sarai was his wife, he might be killed.  When they entered Egypt, Pharaoh’s officials were taken by her beauty, and Sarai was taken to Pharaoh’s house.  Pharaoh showered Abram with gifts because of Sarai’s beauty.  But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his household.  Then Pharaoh asked Abram, “Why didn’t you tell me that Sarai was your wife?  Take your wife and go.”


When Abram and his household returned from Egypt, he had grown rich so that the herds of Abram and Lot could not graze together without causing trouble among the herdsmen.  Then Abram met with Lot and said, “Let’s not have trouble between us.  Choose the land where you will graze your herds and I will go the other way.”  So Lot looked at the well-watered plains of Jordan.  It was like the garden of the LORD and like the land of Egypt. He settled among the cities of the plain as far as Sodom.  And Abram settled in Canaan.
After Lot separated from Abram, the LORD said to Abram, “Look north, south, east and west.  All the land you see, I give to you and your offspring forever.  And your offspring will be as numerous as the dust of the earth.”  So Abram built an altar to the LORD at Hebron.


Now after Abram rescued Lot and all his household from King Chedorlaormer, the LORD appeared to Abram again.  The LORD said, “Abram, I am your protector and you will have a great reward.”  Abram answered, “What can you give me? My servant will be my heir because I am childless.”  And the LORD responded, “No, you will have an heir.  Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able.  So shall your descendants be.”  


Then to seal the covenant made with Abram, God had Abram bring various animals from his herd and cut them in half.  During the daylight, Abram kept the birds of prey away from the carcasses, but as night fell, Abram fell into a deep sleep.  And the LORD reassured Abram of his promised descendants.  When it was completely dark, a smoking pot and a flaming torch passed between the halved carcasses.


Now Sarai continued to be childless so she gave Hagar, her Egyptian servant to Abram as a wife.  When Hagar realized that she was pregnant, she had contempt for Sarai.  So Sarai complained to Abram.  And Abram said, “She’s your servant.”  Sarai treated Hagar harshly, so she ran away.

Then the angel of the LORD found Hagar by a spring on the way to Shur and said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit.  Your offspring will be so numerous that they can’t be counted.  You will call your son Ishmael.”  And Hagar named the LORD, El-roi or God who sees.  Hagar gave birth to a son and Abram called him Ishmael.


The LORD appeared again to Abram and said, “My covenant will be with you and you will be the father of a multitude of nations.  So your name will no longer be Abram, but Abraham.  As a sign of this covenant, every male in your household will be circumcised, and any male born into your household will be circumcised on the eighth day.  Sarai will now be called Sarah.  She will have a son and I will bless her.”  


Abraham fell on his face, laughing.  He said, “Can Sarah have a child at 90 years of age?  Let Ishmael live in your sight.”  But God responded, “No, Sarah will bear a child and you will call him Laughter, or Isaac.  My covenant will be with him, but I have heard your plea for Ishmael.  He will be the father of 12 princes and a great nation.”  Then Abraham and all the males in his household were circumcised.


Three men came to visit Abraham.  Sarah rushed to prepare bread while Abraham selected a calf for the visitors’ meal.  After the men ate, one of the men asked, “Where is Sarah?”  “There in the tent,” responded Abraham.  “I will return and Sarah will have a child.”  


In the tent, Sarah laughed to herself and said, “Now that my husband and I are old, am I to have pleasure?”  Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh?  Is anything too wonderful for the LORD?”   Sarah said she hadn’t laughed, but he said, “Oh yes, you did!”

As the visitors departed for Sodom, the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great.”  The men went on to Sodom, but Abraham continued to stand before the LORD.  “Will you destroy the righteous with the wicked?  Shouldn’t the Judge of the earth be just?  If there are 50 righteous, will you destroy the city?”  The LORD said, “I will forgive the city if there are 50 righteous.”  Abraham continued to bargain with God until the LORD had promised to spare the city for only 10 righteous people.

The 2 angels found Lot sitting in the gate of Sodom. They planned to spend the night in the square.   But Lot persuaded them to come to his home for a feast.  When they had finished eating, the men of the city clamored at the door shouting, “Bring out the men who came to you so we may know them.”  But Lot offered them his 2 virgin daughters instead.  The men were so unruly that the angels seized Lot, pulled him inside and blinded the men outside Lot’s house.  The angels demanded that Lot gather his family and flee immediately since the city was to be destroyed because of the outcry against it.  When Lot hesitated, the angels took him and his family by the hand and led them out of the city.

Sarah had a son and Abraham called him Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day as God had commanded.  Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me.”

Isaac grew and Abraham made a feast for the day that Isaac was weaned.  But Sarah was unhappy when she saw Ishmael playing with her son and begged Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away.  This distressed Abraham because Ishmael was his son, but he was reassured by God that Ishmael would also become a nation.  So Abraham rose early in the morning, took bread and a skin of water and put it on Hagar’s shoulder along with Ishmael.  When the water ran out, Hagar placed Ishmael under a bush so she wouldn’t watch the child die.  She lifted up her voice and wept.  God heard the voice of Ishmael and an angel spoke to Hagar and told of God’s promise to make the child a nation.   Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well.  And the child grew up in the wilderness and married an Egyptian.

Then God tested Abraham.  God said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and offer him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I will show you.”  So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey and took his son and 2 servants with him.  When they approached the mountain, Abraham asked the servants to stay with the donkey.  Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac while he carried the fire and knife.  As the 2 walked on, Isaac asked, “Father!  The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  Abraham said, “God himself will see to it.”  When they came to the place, Abraham built an altar, laid the wood in order, bound his son Isaac, and laid him on top of the wood.  As Abraham reached out his hand to kill his son, the angel of the LORD called out to him, “Do not lay your hand on the boy, because now I know that you fear God since you have not withheld your only son Isaac from me.”  Then Abraham saw a ram caught in a thicket and he offered that as a burnt offering to the LORD.  And God reaffirmed his covenant with Abraham.

Sarah died and Abraham buried her in a cave in a field that he had purchased from Ephron the Hittite.

So Abraham sent his servant to look for a wife for his son Isaac among his kinfolk in Nahor.  Under no circumstances was Isaac to be taken to Nahor nor was a wife to be found among the Canaanites.  The servant arrived at a well outside Nahor around evening when the cattle were being watered.  And he began to pray, “LORD God of my master Abraham, grant me success and show your favor to Abraham.  May the girl that I ask for a drink, say, ‘Drink, and I will water your camels also.’”  Even before the prayer was finished, Rebekah came to the well with her water jug. Now Rebekah was fair to look at and a virgin.  And when the servant asked for a drink, it happened just as he had prayed.  The servant took out bracelets and a nose-ring and inquired about Rebekah’s parentage and whether there was room to stay the night.  Rebekah was the daughter of Abraham’s nephew, Bethuel. And she assured the servant he would be welcome in her home.  

Rebekah ran home to tell her family, and her brother Laban ran to meet the servant of Abraham.  The servant explained to Laban the task that Abraham had given him, the prayer he had prayed for success, and its outcome.  Laban responded, “The thing comes from the LORD; take Rebekah and let her be the wife of Isaac.”  The servant brought out jewelry and clothing for the family and he spent the night there.  In the morning he asked to return to his master, but the family begged him to let Rebekah stay with her family for 10 days.  In the end, Rebekah was called and she consented to go with the servant to become Isaac’s wife.  

Now Isaac had been walking and meditating in the fields in the evening when he looked up and saw the camels approaching.  Rebekah asked, “Who is that man?”  When she heard that it was Isaac, she slipped off the camel, and veiled herself.    And Isaac took Rebekah into his mother’s tent and she became his wife; and he loved her.  So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.


Abraham died and his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave at Machpelah with his wife Sarah.

Now Rebekah was barren so Isaac prayed to the LORD and Rebekah became pregnant.  The pregnancy was troubled so Rebekah inquired of the LORD who said, “Two nations are in your womb; one will be stronger than the other, the elder will serve the younger.”  When Rebekah gave birth, the child born first was all red and hairy, so he was called “Red” or Esau.  The second child was grasping the heel of the first, so he was called “Heel” or Jacob.  Now Esau grew up to be a mighty hunter, but Jacob was a quiet man.  And Isaac loved Esau but Rebekah loved Jacob.

One day Jacob was cooking a stew and Esau approached him because he was famished from hunting.  Esau said, “Give me some of that red stuff; I’m starving!” (That’s why he’s called Edom.)
Jacob answered, “First swear to me that you will sell me your birthright in exchange for the stew.”  It was agreed and Esau received bread and lentil stew in return for his birthright.

Famine came again to the land and Isaac traveled to Gerar among the Philistines.  And the LORD appeared to Isaac commanding him not to go to Egypt, but to remain in the land that would be given to his descendants.  The LORD blessed Isaac and he became prosperous.


Isaac grew old and his eyesight was failing.  So he called Esau and said, “I’m growing old and my death may be near.  Go hunting and prepare a savory stew for me, my favorite meal, and I will bless you.”  Now Rebekah was listening to their conversation.  So when Esau had gone hunting, she called Jacob to her and said, “Go choose 2 choice kids from the flock and bring them to me.  I’ll prepare your father’s favorite savory stew and he will bless you.”  Jacob was concerned that Isaac would recognize him and instead of a blessing, he would receive a curse.  But Rebekah said, “Let your curse be on me, just do what I’ve asked.”  Rebekah prepared the stew, dressed Jacob in Esau’s best clothes, and used the kids’ skins to cover the arms and neck of Jacob so that he would resemble Esau.  

Isaac was surprised at the speed of “Esau’s” success. Jacob said, “The LORD your God granted me success.”  Isaac ate the stew and blessed Jacob.


As soon as Jacob had left Isaac, Esau entered his father’s presence with his stew.  When Esau identified himself, Isaac began to shake violently.  He said, “Your brother has claimed your blessing!”  And Esau cried to his father, “Have you only one blessing?  Bless me, me also, father!”  So Isaac gave Esau a restrained blessing.

Now Esau planned to kill Jacob as soon as Isaac died and his period of mourning was complete.  But Rebekah found out and instructed Jacob that he should flee to her brother Laban’s house.  Then she went to Isaac and complained that her life was not worth living with the Hittite wives of Esau around.  She said she didn’t want Jacob to marry a Hittite woman.  So Isaac called Jacob in and instructed him to go to Laban’s house to look for a wife.  When Esau noticed that the Hittite wives didn’t please his parents, he went to Ishmael and married his daughter Mahalath.

On the way to Haran, Jacob stopped for the night, using a stone for a pillow.  He dreamed of a stairway with angels ascending and descending on it.  And in his dream, the LORD stood beside him and gave him the land he was in and promised him an abundance of descendants.  Now Jacob awoke in fear.  He said to himself, “Surely the LORD is in this place – and I didn’t know it!”  So he poured oil on the stone pillow and vowed, “If God will be with me and give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, and return me to my father’s house, then the LORD will be my God.”

Jacob continued to the land of the east and he came to a well.  The well was covered with a stone and there were flocks beside the well.  In talking to the shepherds nearby, Jacob found that he was near Haran.  Then the shepherds pointed out Rachel, the daughter of his Uncle Laban coming with her father’s flocks.

Now when Jacob saw Rachel and his Uncle Laban’s sheep, he immediately removed the stone from the well and watered his uncle’s flock.  Then he kissed Rachel and told her that he was Rebekah’s son and she ran to tell her father.  Laban welcomed Jacob into his home and Jacob stayed for a month.


Then Laban asked Jacob, “Why should you serve me for nothing?  Name your wages.”  Jacob answered, “I will serve you 7 years for your daughter Rachel.”  Laban agreed to the terms.  Now Rachel had an older sister named Leah who had lovely eyes, but Rachel was graceful and beautiful and Jacob loved Rachel.

After 7 years Jacob asked for his wife to be given to him.  But in the morning, he discovered it was Leah.  Jacob demanded an answer from Laban who said it wasn’t customary to marry a younger daughter before an older daughter.  Jacob agreed to serve an additional 7 years for Rachel.  So Rachel also became Jacob’s wife and Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah.


When God saw that Leah was unloved he made her fertile, but Rachel was barren.  Leah had a son she called “See, a son” (Reuben).  The second son she called “Heard” (Simeon) because the LORD has heard me.  Her third son she called “Joined” (Levi) because surely now Jacob would be joined to her.  Her fourth son she called “Praise” (Judah) because she wanted to praise the LORD.


Now Rachel was envious and demanded of Jacob, “Give me children or I’ll die!”  In anger Jacob said to her, “Am I in the place of God?”  So Rachel gave her maid to Jacob as a wife.  And Bilhah had a son that Rachel called “Judge” (Dan) because “God has judged me.”  Rachel named Bilhah’s second son “Wrestler” (Naphtali) because she had wrestled with her sister.


Leah also gave her servant to Jacob as a wife.  Zilpah had a son that Leah named “Fortune” (Gad).  When Zilpah had a second son, Leah called him “Happy” (Asher) because everyone would call her happy.


Leah’s son Reuben found some mandrakes and Rachel begged Leah for some of them.   At last they agreed that Leah could sleep with Jacob in exchange for the mandrakes.  Leah had a fifth son she called “Hire” (Issachar) because she had given her maid to Jacob and God has given me my hire.  Then Leah had a sixth son she named “Honor” (Zebulun) because now Jacob will honor me.  Then Leah had a daughter named Dinah.


Then God remembered Rachel and she had a son that she called “Add” (Joseph) because Rachel prayed that God would add another son to her.


Then Jacob asked Laban’s permission to return to his home.  They agreed that Jacob’s wages should be all the speckled, spotted, and black sheep.  That same day Laban removed all the speckled, spotted, and black sheep and placed them in care of his sons whom he sent away.  Jacob took poplar and almond branches and peeled the bark off to expose white streaks.  He placed these at the watering places where the sheep bred.  Jacob used the branches only when the strongest sheep were drinking.  So Jacob grew wealthy.  

The LORD told Jacob to return to his home.  And Jacob left with all his family and flocks without telling Laban.  And Rachel stole her father’s gods while he was shearing the sheep.  Laban learned that Jacob had fled and he pursued them.   When he overtook Jacob and his family, Laban said, “Why didn’t you let me say goodbye to my daughters and grandchildren?  Why did you steal my gods?”  And Jacob answered, “I was afraid you would take your daughters from me by force, but you may search for your gods.  Whoever took them will die.”  

Now Rachel had put the gods in the camel saddle that she sat on while her father searched the tent.  She said to Laban, “The way of women is on me, so don’t be angry if I don’t rise.”  Laban never found the gods.
Laban and Jacob then agreed to make a covenant between them.  They gathered stones into a heap and Jacob set up one stone as a pillar that he called Mizpah.  Laban said, “The LORD watch between you and me when we are absent from the other.  If you mistreat my daughters or take other wives, the LORD will witness against you.”  They all feasted, Laban blessed his grandchildren and daughters and returned home.
Then Jacob sent messengers ahead to tell Esau that he was coming and to ascertain Esau’s disposition toward him.  When the messengers returned with word that Esau was coming to meet him, Jacob became extremely distressed.  He set aside several flocks as gifts for Esau and sent them ahead with servants instructed to space themselves and to present each flock as a gift from Jacob to Esau.  Then Jacob sent his family and flocks across the Jabbok while he remained alone for the night.
That night a man wrestled with Jacob until daybreak.  In the struggle the man struck Jacob’s hip and put it out of joint.  As the daylight grew, the man said, “Let me go.”  But Jacob said, “You can’t go until you bless me.”  The man said, “What is your name?”  Jacob gave his name and the man said, “Now you will be called Israel because you have struggled with God and humans and prevailed.”  And he blessed Jacob.
When Jacob looked up, he saw Esau coming with 400 men.  So he placed the maids with their children first, then Leah and her children and finally Rachel and Joseph.  Jacob went on ahead of all of them to meet Esau.  Jacob prevailed upon Esau to accept the gifts, but when Esau returned to his home in Seir, Jacob went on to Succoth.
Jacob’s daughter Dinah went out to visit the women of the area.  And Shechem the son of the prince of the region took Dinah by force.  Now Shechem’s soul was drawn to Dinah and he loved her and spoke tenderly to her.  So he asked his father to get Dinah for his wife.  Jacob heard what happened but kept his peace since his sons were all in the field.  

Hamor, Shechem’s father, begged Jacob and his sons to live in the land and to make marriages with his people.  And Jacob’s sons deceived Shechem and Hamor by saying that they could not marry with any people who were uncircumcised.  This seemed reasonable to Shechem and Hamor and they convinced all the people of their city to be circumcised.  

When the men of the city were still in pain, Jacob’s sons killed every male, then took all the wives, children, flocks and possessions.  Jacob was angry with his sons.  He said, “You have brought trouble on me among all the inhabitants of this land.”  But his sons said, “Should our sister be treated like a whore?”

On the way to Ephrath or Bethlehem, Rachel gave birth to Benjamin.  She died and was buried.  Jacob at last returned to his father Isaac.  And Isaac died and was buried by Esau and Jacob.
Judah, Jacob’s son, married a Canaanite woman named Shua who gave birth to 3 sons, Er, Onan and Shelah.  And Judah found Tamar as a wife for Er, his oldest son.  Er was wicked and the LORD killed him.  Afterward, Judah sent Onan to Tamar to impregnate her so that Er would have offspring.  But Onan did not want father children that would not belong to him.  So each time he slept with Tamar, he spilled his semen on the ground.  This displeased the LORD so he killed Onan also.
Having lost 2 of his sons, Judah did not want to give the third son to Tamar also so he sent her back to her father’s house, saying Shelah needed to grow up.  In the meantime, Judah’s wife died and Judah went to the sheep shearing.  On the way, he saw a prostitute sitting by the road.  Judah offered a kid as the price for a visit, but the prostitute required Judah to leave his signet, cord, and staff as a pledge until the kid could be sent. Later, Judah had his friend take the kid to the place where the prostitute had been, but no one knew of a prostitute in the area.
Three months later Judah heard that his daughter-in-law, Tamar was pregnant and he demanded that she be brought out to be burned. Then Tamar brought out the signet, cord and staff and said, “These things belong to the man who made me pregnant.  Take note of their owner.”  Then Judah said, “She is more righteous than I am because I didn’t give her my son Shelah.”  And Tamar gave birth to twin boys, Perez and Zerah.

Now Jacob loved his son Joseph more than his other sons and had made him a coat with long sleeves.  But Joseph’s brothers hated him so much they could not speak peaceably to him.  Joseph was 17 and a dreamer and he shared his dreams with his family.  In one of his dreams, the sun, moon and 11 stars were bowing down to him.  His father said, “Do you really think that I and your mother and your brothers will be bowing down to you?”
One day, Jacob sent Joseph from Hebron to find his brothers in Shechem and to see how they were doing with the flocks.  When Joseph’s brothers saw him approaching from a distance, they began to plot his death.  But Reuben said, “Don’t shed any blood.  Let’s just throw him in this pit.  So when Joseph arrived, they stripped him and threw him into the pit.  There was no water in it.  While they were eating, an Ishmaelite caravan came by on its way to Egypt.  And Judah said, “Let’s not kill our brother.  Let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and make a profit.”  This they did and they took Joseph’s robe and dipped it in the blood of a goat.  When they showed the robe to Jacob, he said, “My son’s robe!  A wild animal has devoured him!”  And he began to mourn for Joseph.
Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, the captain of the guard.  So Potiphar bought Joseph from the Ishmaelites.  And the LORD was with Joseph and caused everything he did to prosper.  Potiphar noticed this and put his entire household into Joseph’s oversight.
Now Joseph was handsome and good to look at.  And Potiphar’s wife noticed him and she said, “Come to bed with me.”  But Joseph refused.  He said, “The master has placed everything under my management.  How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?”  Everyday she begged him.  Then one day when no one else was in the house, Joseph came in to do his work and Potiphar’s wife caught him by his cloak.  Joseph left his cloak behind and fled.  Then she called in the other servants and said that Joseph had assaulted her and had fled when she screamed.  When Potiphar heard of this, he threw Joseph into prison.
Even in prison the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love.  So the chief jailer placed Joseph in charge of the other prisoners.  A little later 2 members of Pharaoh’s court were put in prison with Joseph.  Both Pharaoh’s cupbearer and his baker had dreams that disturbed them.  Joseph said, “Tell your dreams to me.  Doesn’t the interpretation of dreams belong to God?”
So the cupbearer described his dream.  In it 3 vines grew grapes that he pressed into Pharaoh’s cup.  Joseph said the meaning of the dream was that in 3 days, the cupbearer would be restored to his place.  Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him when he was reinstated.  Encouraged the baker told his dream also.  In it 3 baskets of bread rested on his head and birds were eating the bread.  The meaning of the dream was that in 3 days the baker would be hanged and the birds would eat his flesh.  It happened just as Joseph had interpreted, but the cupbearer forgot Joseph.
Two years later Pharaoh had dreams that disturbed him.  First, he dreamed of 7 fat cows that were devoured by 7 skinny cows.  Then he dreamed of 7 plump ears of grain that were swallowed up by 7 blighted ears of grain.  And none of the wise men or magicians of Egypt were able to interpret the dreams.  Then the cupbearer told Pharaoh of Joseph and how he had interpreted the dreams in prison.  So Pharaoh sent for Joseph.
When Joseph came before Pharaoh he said, “I won’t interpret the dream, but it is God who will give Pharaoh an answer.”  Pharaoh reported his dreams.  Then Joseph said, “God has told Pharaoh what he is about to do.  There will be 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine such that the years of plenty will be forgotten.  Pharaoh should appoint a wise and discerning man to oversee Egypt.  1/5 of the produce should be collected each of the abundant years and stored as a reserve for the years of famine.

The proposal pleased Pharaoh and he appointed Joseph to this position.  The Pharaoh placed his own signet ring on Joseph’s hand.  Joseph was given fine linen garments and a gold chain around his neck.  When he rode in the chariot, someone cried out, “Bow the knee.” in front of him.  Joseph was given a priest’s daughter as a wife and during the years of plenty he had 2 sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.  When the years of famine came, all the world came to Joseph to buy grain.

Then Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt and he sent all his sons except Benjamin to buy grain.  The brothers came before Joseph and bowed down.  Now Joseph recognized his brothers but they did not know him.  Joseph accused them of being spies.  They replied that they were all sons of one man and not spies.   All but one of you may return with the grain for your household and you are to bring to me the youngest brother.  Reuben said to his brothers, “Didn’t I tell you not to wrong the boy?”  When he heard this Joseph turned away from his brothers and wept.  The brothers didn’t know that Joseph understood them since they spoke through an interpreter.  And Joseph ordered the purchase money to be placed in the sacks of grain the brothers had bought.
The brothers left for Canaan and on the way found their money in their sacks. They were greatly distressed and when they reported their encounter with the man in Egypt, Jacob forbade the brothers to return with Benjamin.  Finally the famine was so severe that Jacob allowed the brothers to return to Egypt with Benjamin and Judah’s assurance that he would be responsible for the boy.  

In Egypt, Joseph invited the brothers to a meal at his house, but the brothers were all afraid because of the money in their sacks.  They talked to Joseph’s steward about the matter and how they had returned with the money plus additional money for more grain.  But the steward said, “Don’t be afraid.   God put treasure in your sacks.  I received your money.”  When Joseph arrived for the meal and saw Benjamin, he was so overcome that he had to retire to a private room to weep.  Then the meal was served with Benjamin receiving portions 5 times the size of the other brothers.
Then Joseph ordered the steward to return the money in each brother’s sack and to place his divination cup in Benjamin’s sack.  The brothers departed and then were overtaken by the steward who accused them of stealing the cup.  He searched each brother’s sack beginning with the oldest.  When the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack, all the brothers loaded their donkeys and returned to the city.  Judah spoke for his brothers and said that their guilt had been uncovered by God.  But Joseph said, “Only the one guilty of possessing the cup will be detained.”  Then Judah pled with Joseph, explaining the grief of Jacob over the loss of Joseph and fear of losing Benjamin.
Joseph could no longer control himself.  He sent the household staff away and made himself known to his brothers with weeping so loud that the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it.  Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Don’t be distressed or angry with yourselves for selling me here.  God sent me here to preserve life.  Now bring your father and all your families here because the famine will last 5 more years.”
So Jacob and all his household came to live in Egypt.  And Joseph saw to it that they settled in the land of Goshen where they were fruitful and multiplied.
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